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Row,  row,  row  your  boat ... 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

Richmond  District  resident  Luke  Wolbach  edits  film  on  his  computer.  He  made  a  documentary  feature 
about  two  men  who  participated  in  a  row  boat  adventure  across  the  Atlantic.  See  story  page  8. 


Richmond  chimes  in  Year  of  the  Rat 


by  Alastair  Bland 

Forty-seven  centuries  and  five 
years  ago,  the  Chinese  began  tal¬ 
lying  the  passage  of  years  with 
their  illustrious  lunar  calendar. 
Today,  the  tradition  survives  in 
the  Chinese-American  communi¬ 
ty,  and  each  Chinese  New  Year, 
which  usually  falls  on  the  second 
new  moon  after  the  winter  sol¬ 
stice,  sparks  a  blitz  of  firecrack¬ 


ers,  gongs,  dragon  costumes, 
“gung  hay  fat  choy”  greetings, 
and  a  grand  parade  held  near  the 
end  of  the  two-week  celebration 
period. 

This  year’s  Chinese  New  Year 
will  occur  Feb.  7  and  marks  the 
beginning  of  year  4706.  The  lu¬ 
nar  calendar  follows  the  cycle  of 
the  moon,  making  “calendar 
drift”  a  bit  of  a  problem;  every 
12-month  period  is  not  quite  a 


year  long,  and  every  other  year 
or  so  an  intercalary  “leap”  month 
is  inserted,  just  as  the  Gregorian 
calendar  tacks  an  extra  day  onto 
the  tail  end  of  February  every 
fourth  year. 

One  of  the  most  well-known 
features  of  the  lunar  calendar  is 
its  rotation  of  12  charismatic  ani¬ 
mals,  one  for  each  year  of  the 
calendar  cycle.  This  February  the 
Year  of  the  Rat  starts. 


Tradition  holds  that  a  person 
born  in  the  year  of  a  particular 
animal  bears  similarities  to  that 
creature’s  personality,  and,  sur¬ 
prisingly  perhaps,  the  rat  repre¬ 
sents  some  positive,  noble  and 
admirable  traits,  according  to  the 
Chinese  tradition. 

Those  bom  in  rat  years,  which 
of  late  have  included  1936,  1948, 
1960,  1972,  1984  and  1996,  are 
powerful  leaders,  bearing  great 
ambition  and  determination. 
Wise  and  smart,  rat  people  are 
practical,  show  great  charisma, 
can  be  charming  and  are  good  at 
acquiring  the  things  they  covet, 
which  frequently  includes  money 
and  power. 

Yet  rat  people  Can  be  cunning, 
tricky,  controlling,  selfish  and 
reckless  and  will  gladly  exploit 
others  for  their  own  gain.  They 
choose  their  friends  selectively, 
may  lose  their  tempers  easily 
when  denied  their  objective  or 
goal,  and  they  are  quick  to  exact 
revenge  on  those  who  have 
wronged  them.  Rat  people  are 
said  to  make  good  politicians. 

Well-known  people  bom  dur¬ 
ing  a  Year  of  the  Rat  include 
Gwyneth  Paltrow,  Daryl  Hannah, 
Cameron  Diaz,  Ben  Affleck, 
Sean  Penn,  Samuel  L.  Jackson, 
William  Shakespeare  and 
Mozart. 

Tradition  mandates  that  rat 
people  keep  clear  of  horse  peo¬ 
ple,  with  whom  they  do  not  get 
along,  according  to  the  lunar  cal¬ 
endar.  But  when  seeking  love, 
monkey,  dragon  and  ox  people 
make  good  choices  for  the  rat 
person. 

Such  beliefs  derive  from  a 
legendary  tale  in  which  13  ani¬ 
mals  were  entered  in  a  race 
across  a  river  in  ancient  China. 

Continued  on  page  8 


by  Ed  Moy 

“We  wanted  to  try  something 
different,”  said  Andrew  Lozier. 
“We  wanted  to  see  the  park,  of 
course,  but  we  wanted  to  ride  a 
Segway.” 

Lozier,  along  with  friends 
Chris  Beneteau  and  Peter  Eizep, 
were  among  the  first  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  new  Segway  Tour  of 
Golden  Gate  Park.  The  trio  from 
Windsor,  Canada  were  in  town 
for  the  MacWorld  Convention  at 
the  Moscone  Center  when  they 
discovered  the  Golden  Gate  Park 
Segway  tour  online. 

“I  think  it’s  unbelievable,” 
Lozier  said.  “In  a  city  with  a  sev¬ 
en  by  seven  footprint,  I  think  it’s 
an  amazing  device  to  have  here. 

The  two-wheeled  Segways 
operate  on  electric  motors  pow¬ 
ered  by  batteries  which  can  be 
charged  from  household  current. 
It  balances  with  the  help  of  dual 
computers  running  on  special 
software,  two  tilt  sensors,  and 
five  gyroscopes. 

A  servo  drive  motor  rotates 
the  Segway’s  wheels  forwards  or 
backwards  as  needed  for  balance 
or  propulsion.  Segway  riders  ac¬ 
celerate  or  decelerate  by  leaning 
forward  or  backwards  in  the 
direction  they  wish  to  travel. 

“It  is  a  marvel,”  said  Eizep. 
“It  would  not  be  possible  without 
computers.” 

Although  riding  the  computer¬ 
ized  Segways  on  the  sidewalks  in 
San  Francisco  is  illegal.  Golden 
Gate  Park  visitors  can  expect  to 
see  more  of  the  motorized  trans¬ 
ports  for  at  least  the  next  six 
months. 

Five  years  ago,  San  Francisco 
banned  Segways  from  sidewalks 
after  demonstrations  by  groups 
such  as  Senior  Action  Network. 
Organizer  Karen  Fishkin  protest¬ 
ed  then  and  now  over  concerns 
about  potential  danger  in  the 

Continued  on  page  10 
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7  was  glad  we  reached  a  compromise/ 

Hospital  landscape  plans  released 


by  Gloria  Osaba 

At  the  Richmond  Recreation 
Center  in  January,  three  people 
gave  presentations  to  the  general 
public  on  the  plan  for  the  Public 
Health  Service  Hospital,  located 
in  the  Presidio  near  Lake  Street 
and  15th  Avenue. 

Andrew  Wolfram,  from 
SMWM  Architects,  William 
Moss,  from  CMG  Landscape," 
and  Alexa  Arena,  from  Forest 
City  Development,  made  presen¬ 
tations.  Presidio  Trust  representa¬ 
tive  Chandler  McCoy  was  also 
on-hand  to  answer  questions. 

The  Presidio  Trust  presented  a 
plan  that  would  improve  the  hos¬ 
pital’s  landscape,  improve  auto 


circulation  and  parking,  and  add 
bike  trails. 

Wolfram  presented  a  plan  that 
would  create  162  housing  units 
for  renters. 

Moss  said  vegetation  will  be 
restored,  sidewalks  replaced  and 
fixed,  and  parking  created. 

“I  was  very  glad  that  we 
reached  a  compromise.  The  new 
building  is  good  for  the 
Richmond  District  and  the 
Presidio  Trust,”  said  Ron  Miguel, 
president  of  PAR  (Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond), 
which  was  instrumental  in  work¬ 
ing  out  a  compromise. 

The  original  plan  was  to  cre¬ 
ate  367  one-bedroom  and  two- 
bedroom  residential  units  with 


some  office  space  and  a  transit 
center.  The  revised  plan  is  to  cre¬ 
ate  162  residential  units  while 
keeping  the  historical  feeling  of 
the  building. 

“The  housing  units  will  be  for 
people  who  like  living  in  the 
Presidio,  and  it  will  take  23 
months  to  renovate,”  Arena  said. 

The  Public  Health  Service 
Hospital  was  built  in  1875.  The 
largest  historic  building  in  the 
Presidio,  it  is  located  at  Lake 
Street  and  15th  Avenue. 

The  hospital  was  built  in  a 
Georgian  revised  style  in  the 
’30s.  Two  large  non-historic 
wings  were  added  to  the  main 
building  in  1952.  They  will  be 
removed. 


New  captain  at  Richmond  Station 


A  new  captain  has  taken  the 
helm  at  the  Richmond  Station. 

Captain  Anthony  Fotinos  took 
over  Jan.  12.  He  vows  to  contin¬ 
ue  community  policing  in  the 
district. 

“I  have  been  a  member  of 
SFPD  for  28  years  and  have 
worked  in  patrol,  investigations 
and  administration,”  Fotinos 
said.  “I  can  already  tell  in  my 


short  time  here  that  the 
Richmond  Station  is  staffed  by 
many  of  the  hardest  working  and 
dedicated  people  law  enforce¬ 
ment  has  to  offer.” 

Fotinos  is  calling  for  more 
cooperation  between  the  com¬ 
munity,  police  and  city  agencies 
to  proactively  address  problems. 

Capt.  Jere  Williams,  who  only 
months  earlier  took  over  for 


long-time  commanding  officer 
Sandra  Tong,  was  transferred  to 
the  Bureau  of  Inspectors,  in 
charge  of  all  property  crimes 
committed  in  San  Francisco. 

“During  my  short  tenure,  it 
was  my  pleasure  to  meet  the  res¬ 
idents  of  the  Richmond  District 
and  be  able  to  communicate 
ideas  and  thoughts,”  Williams 
said. 
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27  Tips  to  Drive  Up  the 
Sale  Price  of  Your  Home 


San  Francisco  -  Because 
your  home  may  well  be  your 
largest  asset,  selling  it  is  proba¬ 
bly  one  of  the  most  important 
decisions  you  will  make  in 
your  life.  And,  once  you  have 
made  that  decision,  you’ll  want 
to  sell  your  home  for  the  high¬ 
est  price  in  the  shortest  time 
possible  without  compromising 
your  sanity.  Before  you  place 
your  home  on  the  market, 
here’s  a  way  to  help  you  to  be 
as  prepared  as  possible. 

To  assist  homesellers,  a  new 
industry  report  has  just  been  re¬ 
leased  called  “27  Valuable  Tips 
That  You  Should  Know  to  Get 
Your  Home  Sold  Fast  and  for 
Top  Dollar.”  It  tackles  the  im¬ 
portant  issues  you  need  to 
know  to  make  your  home  com¬ 
petitive  in  today’s  tough,  ag¬ 
gressive  marketplace. 

Through  these  27  tips,  you 
will  discover  how  to  protect 


and  capitalize  on  your  most  im¬ 
portant  investment,  reduce 
stress,  be  in  control  of  your  sit¬ 
uation,  and  make  the  most  prof¬ 
it  possible. 

In  this  report,  you’ll  discov¬ 
er  how  to  avoid  financial  disap¬ 
pointment  or  worse,  a  financial 
disaster  when  selling  your 
home.  Using  a  common-sense 
approach,  you  get  the  straight 
facts  about  what  can  make  or 
break  the  sale  of  your  home. 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to 
learn  how  these  important  tips 
will  give  you  the  competitive 
edge  to  get  your  home  sold  fast 
and  for  top  dollar. 

To  hear  a  brief  recorded 
message  about  how  to  order 
your  free  copy  of  this  report, 
call  1-800-597-2108,  ID 
#2013.  You  can  call  anytime, 
24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a 
week.  Or  Visit: 
www.sfhomesellerstips.com. 
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Celebrating  music 


Photo:  Ron  Baker 

Warren  Heilman  enjoys  one  of  his  bluegrass  concerts  during  a  performance 
in  Golden  Gate  Park  in  2004. 


Philanthropist 

Honored 

In  December  2007,  a 
plaque  was  placed  at  the  east 
end  of  Speedway  Meadow  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  to  honor 
San  Francisco  philanthropist 
Warren  Heilman.  The  location 
is  now  called  Heilman’s 
Hollow,  the  birthplace  of  the 
Hardly  Strictly  Bluegrass 
Festival  that  Heilman  spon¬ 
sors  annually. 

In  addition  to  a  poem  by 
Emmylou  Harris,  the  plaque 
says:  “In  recognition  of 
Warren  Heilman’s  generosity 
and  great  taste  in  music. 
Thanks  for  the  good  times. 
Love,  a  million  of  your  close 
friends  and  family.” 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

The  new  plaque  honoring  Warren  Heilman  is  locat¬ 
ed  at  Heilman's  Hollow. 


Tuchow  named  environment  steward 


Courtesy  photo 


San  Francisco  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  (left)  congratu¬ 
lates  new  environment  commissioner  Matt  Tuchow. 


Vowing  to  transcend  partisan 
and  personal  politics  concerning 
the  environment,  Richmond 
District  resident  Matt  Tuchow 
was  appointed  to  the  SF 
Commission  on  the  Environ¬ 
ment. 

Appointed  by  SF  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom,  Tuchow  says  he 
will  carry  out  policies  that  will 
make  the  City  a  model  of  sus¬ 
tainability  for  other  cities 
throughout  the  nation. 

“We  have  done  a  lot  in  our 
City  already,  but  there  is  so  much 
more  we  can  do,”  Tuchow  said. 
“We  should  explore  opportunities 
to  generate  energy  on  major  tran¬ 
sit  corridors,  like  Geary 
Boulevard  for  example,  by  in¬ 
stalling  compressible  panels  that 
generate  electricity  to  street 
lights  whenever  vehicles  go  over 


them.  We  should  also  do  more  to 
promote  renewable  energy 
sources,  photovoltaic  solar  pan¬ 
els  and  energy  from  tidal  motion; 
we  should  have  a  green  fleet  of 
city  cars;  we  should  promote  en¬ 


vironmental  education  in  our 
schools;  and  we  can  better  main¬ 
tain  our  parks  and  boulevards, 
and  green  our  streets  and  plant 
trees.” 
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Restoration  of  Lands  End  meeting  benchmarks 


by  KS  Kyle 

Planting  season  at  Richmond 
District’s  Lands  End  began  Dec. 
6,  marking  the  first  anniversary 
of  the  Trails  Forever  initiative. 

Once  a  dump  site,  Lands  End 
has  developed  from  an  over¬ 
grown  thicket,  where  hypoder¬ 
mic  needles  were  discarded  and 
safety  was  an  issue,  into  expan¬ 
sive  trails  and  native  plant 
species,  according  to  stewardship 
coordinator  Caroline  Christman. 

Efforts  to  improve  the  Lands 
End  district  have  struck  a  balance 
between  maintaining  the  “cultur¬ 
al  forest”  of  Monterey  Cypress 
trees,  which  were  planted  during 
the  early  1900s,  and  restoring  the 
native  species  that  cannot  survive 
under  the  tree’s  canopy. 

Fortunately,  Christman  says, 
brush  plants  tend  to  establish 
themselves  quickly.  Seedlings 
from  last  year’s  planting  are  al¬ 
ready  covering  the  slopes. 

Newly  winding  trails  and 
paved  trails  in  certain  areas  now 
provide  access  for  wheelchairs 
and  baby  strollers.  The  number 
of  visitors  has  steadily  increased. 

Lands  End  neighbor  Bonnie 
Orendorff  remembers  when  it 
was  “so  overgrown,  raggedy,  and 
really,  really  unkempt  that  it  was 
some  place  you  just  didn’t  go.” 

The  National  Park  Service 
(NPS)  released  the  Sutro  Historic 
District  Comprehensive  Design 


Plan  and  Environmental 
Assessment  in  1993  after  numer¬ 
ous  public  meetings.  Recom¬ 
mendations  were  approved  in  a 
public  process  and  it  has  been  a 
slow,  but  thoughtful,  implemen¬ 
tation,  says  Erin  Heimbinder, 
project  manager  for  Trails 
Forever. 

“It’s  really  touching  to  see 
much  more  diversity  in  park 
users  and  wildlife,”  Christman 
says. 

To  her,  success  is  a  walker 
telling  her:  “Now  I  feel  safe.” 

The  NPS’s  Golden  Gate 
National  Recreation  Area  (GGN- 
RA)  and  the  Golden  Gate 
National  Parks  Conservancy 
(GGNPC,)  a  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tion,  developed  a  partnership  to 
implement  the  Trails  Forever  ini¬ 
tiative,  which  includes  Lands 
End  and  four  additional  districts 
within  the  GGNRA. 

Heimbinder  says  partnering 
the  NPS  with  the  GGNPC  allows 
for  more  flexibility  in  hiring  and 
procuring  funds. 

The  partners  meet  regularly  to 
chart  plans  and  progress  and  they 
hold  quarterly  public  meetings. 

Yards  of  weed  control  fabric 
and  erosion  material  are  used  to 
blanket  areas  at  Lands  End  that 
haven’t  been  planted  yet. 

Native  plant  restoration  is 
challenging,  especially  during 
the  first  three  years,  Christman 
says. 


Bus  plan  moves  forward 


A  SF  Transportation 
Authority  committee  gave  the 
OK  in  January  for  an  engineering 
and  environmental  analysis  for 
the  Geary  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
(BRT)  system. 

The  Geary  BRT  plan  is  in¬ 
tended  to  speed  up  the  time  it 
takes  to  travel  on  mass  transit. 
Making  the  system  more  depend¬ 
able  and  offering  a  better  riding 
experience  are  also  goals. 

But  some  groups  in  the 
Richmond,  including  the 
Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond  (PAR)  and  the  Greater 
Geary  Boulevard  Merchants  and 
Property  Owners  Association, 
have  concerns  about  BRT  in  the 
avenues. 

With  the  center  lane  options 
that  the  Transportation  Authority 
favors,  more  traffic  will  be  di¬ 
verted  onto  other  neighborhood 


streets,  merchant  parking  could 
be  lost,  and  businesses  could  be 
put  out  of  business  by  the  large 
scale  construction  that  would  be 
required. 

“We  feel  there  is  a  lot  of 
things  that  can  be  done  before 
you  go  ahead  and  run  tracks 
down  the  middle  of  the  street,” 
said  PAR  President  Ron  Miguel. 

The  $1.8  million  study  was 
recommended  to  be  given  to 
Jacobs  Carter  Burgess.  As  of 
presstime,  the  full  board  of  su¬ 
pervisors  had  not  voted  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  which  voted  unanimously  to 
grant  the  contract. 

The  study  will  look  at  the  im¬ 
pacts  of  putting  the  BRT  lanes  in 
the  center  of  Geary  Boulevard 
versus  the  outside  lanes,  which  is 
where  the  Muni  Geary  #38  bus 
line  currently  operates. 
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“This  (panic  veldt)  grass  will 
be  the  death  of  me,”  she  said. 

Panic  veldt  grass  (ehrharta 
erecta)  chokes  out  all  other  vege¬ 
tation  and  thrives  under  the  fog 
drip  from  the  trees.  Perrenial  and 
hardy,  it  is  much  more  difficult  to 
kill  and  has  to  be  caught  before  it 
flowers.  Christman  says  it  will 
never  be  fully  eradicated. 

A  large  share  of  the  Golden 
Gate  National  Parks  Conserv¬ 
ancy  work  is  weed  control,  most¬ 
ly  undertaken  by  volunteers. 

Impressed  with  the  changes 
and  increased  accessibility  on  the 
trails,  Orendorff  and  her  teen-age 
son  decided  to  volunteer  on 
Saturdays. 

“I’m  learning  a  lot  about  the 
native  plants,”  she  said.  “It’s  like 
you’re  doing  something  worth¬ 
while.” 

Seeds  for  new  growth  native 
plants  are  collected  primarily 
from  Fort  Funston  and  nurtured 
at  the  Fort  Funston  nursery,  also 
by  volunteers. 

The  focus  is  on  sustainability 
and  locally- specific  seed  collec¬ 
tion  within  the  Lands  End  water¬ 
shed,  says  Lands  End  Program 
Manager  Monica  Stafford.  The 
watershed  includes  Fort  Funston 
and  the  western  half  of  the 
Presidio. 

Native  plants  such  as  the  yel¬ 
low  bush  lupine,  Christman  ex¬ 
plains,  will  bring  song  birds  back 
to  Lands  End.  She  is  especially 
proud  of  a  recent  sighting  of  the 
Bewick’s  Wren,  rare  to  San 
Francisco.  Additionally,  the 
GGNPC  will  begin  experiment¬ 
ing  with  plants  to  attract  butter¬ 
flies. 

Clearing  some  of  the  Cypress 
trees  has  opened  up  the  view. 
Previously,  visitors  “probably 
couldn’t  even  see  the  ocean” 
from  the  trail,  Stafford  said. 

Before  the  project  began, 
Stafford  hired  four  project  infor¬ 
mation  coordinators  (PICs)  to 
help  explain  the  coming  changes 
and  take  daily  polls  "of  park  user 


satisfaction  levels. 

Wolfgang  Schubert  is  PIC’s 
public  relations  officer.  He  wants 
park  users  to  get  involved  how¬ 
ever  they  can,  whether  it’s  volun¬ 


teering  time  or  money. 

The  next  benchmark  for  the 
Lands  End  project  is  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  construction  at  the  Merrie 
Way  parking  lot. 


George  Dzul 

Immigration  Attorney 

•  Business  /  Employment  /  Investor  Visas 

•  Permanent  Residence  /  Citizenship 

•  Family  /  Marriage-Based  Green  Cards 

OVER  20  YEARS  PROFESSIONAL  EXPERIENCE 


8027  Geary  Blvd. 
Between  44th  -  45th  Ave. 
(415)  986-4125 


2140  Shattuck  Ave.,  Suite  403 
Berkeley,  CA  94704 
(510)  548-0244 


LPH 


SHIPPING  &  BUSINESS  SERVICES 


3701  Sacramento  St.  (&  Spruce  St.) 

Tel:  (415)  221-9817 
Fax: (415) 221-9819 
Email:  lphxbs@yahoo.com 

Store  Hours: 

Mon  -  Fri  9  am  -  6  pm 
Sat  10  am  -  5  pm 


4338  C  alifornia  St.  <&  6,h  Ave.) 

Tel:  (415)221-9847 
Fax:  (415)221-9849 
Email:  lphsbx2@yahoo.com 

Store  Hours: 

Mon -Fri  ID  am -5  pm 
Sat  It)  am -3  pm 


CJc 


E3 


FOR  ALL  YOOR  SHIPPING  AND  BUSINESS  NEEDS! 


Mail  Box  Rentals 

UPS,  FedEx,  DHL,  &  IJSPS 

Packing  Service 

Black  &  White  Copies 

E-mail  Services 

Notary  Public 

Passport  Photos 


Mail  Forwarding 
Freight 

Shipping  Supplies 
Color  Copies 
File  Print  Services 
Business  Cards 
Fingerprinting 


Parcel  Receiving 
Postage  Stamps 
Office  Supplies 
Laminating  &  Binding 
Fax  Service 
Rubber  Stamps 
And  Much  More! 


WE  ARE  ALSO  A  RECYCLE  CENTER  FOR  YOUR  FOAM  LOOSE-FILL 


Business  Line  of  Credit 


-  r 


Bankofthe  Orient 


San  Francisco 
233  Sansome  Street 
415.338.0843 


San  Francisco 
1023  Stockton  Street 
415.338.0879 


San  Francisco 
317  Sixth  Avenue 
415.338.0809 


San  Francisco 
2001  Irving  Street 
415.338.0600 


Oakland 
360  Twelfth  Street 
510.834.0731 


San  Ramon  Millbrae 

9100Alcosta  Boulevard  500  Broadway  Avenue 
925.560.9370  650.259.3388 

Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  PST 


City  of  Industry  Honolulu 

18605  E.  Gale  Avenue  765  Bishop  Street 
626.912.8030  808.543.3700 


Honolulu 

2851  E.  Manoa  Road 
808.973.4500 


FDIC  tSJ 


1 .800.881 .2686  www.bankorient.com 


Custom-built 
Solutions  for 
Your  Business 

Whether  you're  looking  for  a 
financial  strategy  to  expand 
your  business,  or  simply 
enhance  your  cash  flow,  our 
Line  of  Credit  can  offer 
flexible  solutions  to  address 
your  particular  needs  and 
help  you  embrace  every 
opportunity. 

Please  visit  your  local 
Bank  of  the  Orient  branch 
to  find  out  more. 
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Burglary:  Between  Jan.  5, 
8:30  p.m.,  and  Jan.  6,  6:30 
a.m.,  5300  Block  of  Geary 
Boulevard 

The  glass  window  of  a  busi¬ 
ness  was  smashed  as  an  entry 
point  for  unknown  suspect(s). 
Taken  in  the  heist  were  several 
cartons  of  cigarettes. 

Vehicular  Vandalism, 
Possession  of  Stolen  Property, 
Theft  from  an  Automobile: 
Jan.  21,  4:33  a.m.,  700  Block  of 
31st  Avenue 

When  the  first  police  officer 
arrived  at  the  scene,  he  discov¬ 
ered  two  suspects  trying  to  hide 
behind  a  vehicle  that  had  just 
been  vandalized. 

The  sergeant  detained  the  two 
17-year-old  suspects,  who  were 
determined  to  be  trying  to  re¬ 
move  the  front  end  of  a  Nissan. 


Police  Blotter 


In  the  back  of  the  suspect’s  car 
was  a  spoiler  they  had  taken  off 
another  car  in  the  Taraval 
District. 

The  two  youth  were  booked 
on  numerous  charges. 

Armed  Bank  Robbery:  Jan. 
11,  11:23  a.m.,  4400  Block  of 
Geary  Boulevard 

An  armed  man  walked  up  to  a 
teller,  flashed  a  gun  and  demand¬ 
ed  money.  The  teller  complied. 
The  suspect  took  the  money  and 
fled  southbound  on  Ninth 
Avenue,  toward  Anza  Street. 

A  search  of  the  area  was  to  no 
avail. 

The  FBI  was  notified  and  the 


St.Thomas  the  Apostle  School 

Founded  1948  in  the  Richmond  Dist.,  San  Francisco 


Open  House 

Wednesday,  Feb.,  13th,  2008 
Presentation  at  9:00  to  10:30  am 

-An  opportunity  to  get  a  head  start  on  your  child’s  future 
-K  8  school  with  new  Science  Building 

-A  loving,  caring  &  welcoming  Community  of  Faculty, 
Parents  and  Students  1 

Free  Daily  Supervised  after  school  play  in  the  yard 
-Mandarm  &  Cantonese  Language  Program 

A  Tradition  of  Academic  Excellence, 

Building  a  Foundation  for  the  Future 

3801  Balboa  Street  @  39th  Ave,  San  Francisco 

tel:  415-221-2711  fax:  415-221-8611  www.sfsta.org 


investigation  is  ongoing. 

Drunk  Driving:  Dec.  31, 
1:40  a.m.,  Geary  Boulevard 
and  16th  Avenue 

A  Richmond  officer  on  patrol 
observed  a  woman  driving  west¬ 
bound  on  Geary  Boulevard.  She 
was  swerving  her  vehicle  in  a 
dangerous  manner. 

The  officer  stopped  the  sus¬ 
pect  and  determined  she  was  in¬ 
toxicated.  A  subsequent  check 
revealed  she  had  twice  the  legal 
amount  of  alcohol  in  her  system. 

Commercial  Burglary: 
Between  Jan.  11,  at  8:30  p.m., 
and  Jan.  12,  at  3  a.m.,  700 
Block  of  Clement  Street 

An  unknown  suspect  removed 
a  window  from  a  business  and 
entered  to  burglarize  the  place. 
The  suspect  escaped  with  several 
bottles  of  liquor. 

Burglary:  Jan.  21,  2:32 
a.m.,  Unit  Block  of  Clement 
Street 

A  witness  reported  that  two 
men  on  a  motorcycle  drove  up  to 
a  business  that  had  its  window 
smashed  in.  One  of  the  men 
jumped  off  the  motorcycle  and 
entered  the  store  through  a  hole 
in  the  glass. 

When  he  emerged,  he  was 
holding  the  store’s  cash  register. 
He  put  it  on  the  sidewalk, 
opened  it,  and  took  money  out 
before  jumping  on  the  motorcy¬ 
cle  and  escaping. 

Robbery:  Jan.  14,  9:20  p.m., 
Geary  Boulevard  and  42nd 
Avenue 

A  woman  was  sitting  in  a 
shelter  area  waiting  for  a  Muni 
bus  when  the  suspect  approached 
and  sat  two  seats  away  from  her. 

Suddenly,  the  suspect  moved 
next  to  the  victim  and  grabbed 
her  purse,  which  was  around  her 
shoulder.  He  fled  eastbound  on 
Geary  Boulevard. 


k  'i? 


Attention  Locals! 

You  are  invited  to  visit  Cliff  House  to  pick 
up  a  special  "VIP  Local"  Guest  Card.  Stop  by 
the  reception  desk  at  the  main  entrance  to 
take  advantage  of  this  exclusive  offer. 

During  December  and  January,  every 
Monday  through  Thursday,  your  card  will 
be  valid  for  10%  off  dinner  in  The  Bistro 
Restaurant  and  Sutro's  at  the  Cliff  House* 

Your"VIP  Local"card  will  also  give  you  access 
to  select  "locals  only"  promotions  that  we 
will  offer  throughout  the  coming  year. 

415-386-3330 

www.CliffHouse.com 


1863 


1896 


1909 


2004 


This  is  a  limited  invitation  for  local  residents  only! 

*Not  valid  on  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday  &  Holidays.  Cannot  be  combined  with  other  offers. 


Grand  Theft  Auto, 
Possession  of  Stolen  Property: 
Jan.  16,  4000  Block  of  Balboa 
Street 

Officers  discovered  a  stolen 
vehicle  on  Balboa  Street  and  as¬ 
certained  who  the  person  was 
who  was  driving  it.  The  28-year- 
old  suspect  was  familiar  to 
Richmond  Station  officers  be¬ 
cause  he  had  previously  been  ar¬ 
rested  near  the  same  location  for 
stealing  a  vehicle. 

Officers  went  to  the  suspect’s 
home  and  discovered  numerous 
pieces  of  mail  that  belonged  to 
other  people  and  wallets  and 
•checkbooks  that  had  been  stolen 
as  well.  The  officers  were  able  to 
locate  the  suspect  and  deter¬ 
mined  that  he  had  stolen  another 
car,  which  was  located  in  the 
5000  block  of  Anza  Street. 

The  suspect  was  booked  at 
the  Richmond  Station. 

Robbery,  Impersonating  a 
City  Employee:  Jan.  15,  2:15 
p.m.,  200  Block  of  21st  Avenue 

Three  men  posing  as  water 
department  employees  were  able 
to  talk  their  way  into  the  home 
of  an  elderly  couple. 

As  one  suspect  stayed  with 
the  victims,  the  other  two 
prowled  the  house’looking  for 
loot  while  under  the  pretense  of 
“checking  the  pipes.”  When  the 
male  victim  became  suspicious 
and  started  following  the  fraudu¬ 
lent  pipe  inspectors,  one  of  the 
suspects  “patted  down”  the  vic¬ 
tim  and  took  money  from  his 
pocket. 

After  the  three  suspects  fled, 
the  man  called  the  police. 

Several  of  the  Victims’  bed¬ 
rooms  had  been  gone  through, 
but  a  total  loss  was  yet  to  be  de¬ 
termined. 

Attempted  Burglary:  Jan.  8, 
7:30  a.m.,  2800  Block  of 
California  Street 

The  owner  of  a  business  went 
to  open  up  when  he  discovered 
the  front  door  was  open.  He 
alerted  an  employee  of  a  busi¬ 
ness  next  door  to  keep  an  eye  on 
the  front  while  he  went  inside  to 
see  the  extent  of  the  burglary. 

When  the  victim  was  looking 
around,  the  suspect  suddenly  ran 
out  from  a  nearby  room,  startling 
the  suspect. 

In  an  instinctual  reflex,  the 


victim  threw  an  elbow  at  the  sus¬ 
pect  as  he  Was  flying  by,  striking 
him  in  the  nose  and  knocking 
him  down.  The  suspect  got  up 
rapidly,  fled  outdoors  to  a  wait¬ 
ing  get-away  bicycle,  and  ped¬ 
dled  off  eastbound  on  California 
Street. 

Burglary:  Jan.  3,  Between  8 
a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.,  700  Block 
of  Presidio  Avenue 

An  unknown  suspect  gained 
entry  into  a  house  via  a  bath¬ 
room  window,  which  was  acces¬ 
sible  because  of  scaffolding  that 
was  erected  on  the  building. 

The  suspect  escaped  with  a 
laptop  computer  and  a  camera. 

Attempted  Burglary:  Jan. 
22, 1:11  a.m.,  500  Block  of  37th 
Avenue 

A  homeowner  was  awakened 
by  the  sound  of  loud  noises  com¬ 
ing  from  outside  of  his  home. 

When  he  investigated,  he  dis¬ 
covered  the  suspect  trying  to  pry 
open  his  front  gate.  When  the 
suspect  saw  the  homeowner,  he 
fled. 

Burglary:  Between  Jan.  14, 
at  4:30  p.m.,  and  Jan.  15,  7 
a.m.,  3100  Block  of  Clay  Street 

An  unknown  suspect  smashed 
out  a  window  on  the  front  door 
of  a  home  in  Presidio  Heights 
and  gained  access. 

Missing  from  the  building 
were  several  tradesman  tools. 
There  were  no  witnesses.  The 
thief  escaped. 

Auto  Boosting:  Jan.  5,  5:40 
a.m.,  6800  Block  of  Fulton 
Street 

When  a  report  came  over  the 
police  dispatch  system  that  there 
was  an  auto  theft  in  progress  in 
the  Outer  Richmond,  numerous 
officers  responded  to  the  scene. 

A  man  who  called  police  said 
he  heard  a  noise  outside  his  bed¬ 
room  window,  and  when  he  went 
to  see  what  it  was,  he  saw  the 
suspect  trying  to  break  into  his 
son’s  car. 

The  father  yelled  and  his 
three  adult  sons  charged  outside 
and  apprehended  the  38-year-old 
suspect,  who  was  on  parole.  The 
sons  held  the  suspect  until  police 
arrived. 

Burglary:  Jan.  1,  5  p.m., 
500  Block  of  33rd  Avenue 

A  store  employee  discovered 
someone  had  stolen  her  keys  and 
cell  phone,  which  were  behind  a 
counter.  When  she  went  outside 
to  go  home,  she  discovered  her 
car  had  also  been  stolen. 


Be  My  Valentine!? 


No,  but  we  can  be 
your  Realtor 
or  Property  Manager ... 

Call  for  our  expertise  today! 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 
Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
" Full  Service  At  Your  Service" 
4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 
752-3600 

www.cournaleco.com 
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Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 

Our  city  to  lead 

Four  years  ago  I  had  the  distinguished 
honor  to  be  elected  mayor  of  this  incredi¬ 
ble  City.  I  am  indeed  thankful  to  all  to  my 
friends,  family  and  supporters  who  helped 
me  reach  my  dream  of  serving  the  good 
people  of  San  Francisco  and  providing  a 
government  to  you  that  is  efficient,  respon¬ 
sive  and  innovative. 

Being  a  model  21st  century  city  and 
leading  the  way  for  the  rest  of  the  country 
requires  nothing  less.  As  I  enter  my  second 
term  as  mayor,  I  am  again  honored  and 
sincerely  thankful  for  the  privilege  to  serve 
as  your  mayor  and  for  a  city  I  love  so  dear¬ 
ly- 

This  place,  our  people,  make  up  the 
finest  city  in  the  nation.  There  are  bigger 
cities,  but  there  are  simply  no  better  cities. 
Serving  as  your  mayor  is  the  greatest  hon¬ 
or  I  could  ever  imagine. 

In  the  past  four  years,  I  have  looked  at 
best  practices  throughout  this  nation.  And 
I’ve  learned  -  with  both  a  growing  pride 
and  a  profound  sense  of  responsibility  - 
that  the  nation  is  also  looking  back  to  us. 

Beyond  our  city  limits  and  as  the  nation 
looks  on,  our  struggles  may  fuel  the  back 
story  but  it  is  our  results  that  shine  as  a 
beacon.  Most  are  inspired.  Some  are 
threatened.  But  undoubtedly,  America 
knows  that  San  Francisco  is  leading  the 
way. 

In  the  next  four  years  I  pledge  to  con¬ 
tinue  San  Francisco’s  leadership  on  those 
critical  issues  facing  our  City  and  our  na¬ 
tion.  As  excerpted  from  my  recent  second 
term  inaugural  address,  I  have  outlined  be¬ 
low  some  of  the  most  important  issues  of 
the  day  that  reflect  the  city’s  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  progress  as  I  enter  into  my  sec¬ 
ond  term. 

Health:  The  City  anticipates  40,000 
more  residents  will  be  enrolled  in  the  uni¬ 
versal  health  care  program-Healthy  San 
Francisco. 

Environment:  City  government  is  on 
track  to  be  carbon  neutral  by  the  year 
2020. 

Education:  We  are  mandating  a  com¬ 
munity  service  requirement  in  all  high 
schools  and  encouraging  retiring  Baby 
Boomers  to  mentor  public  school  students. 

Homelessness:  We  are  expanding 
sobering  centers  and  redesigning  homeless 
shelters  into  one-stop  shopping  sites  for 
job  training  and  drug  treatment. 


Housing: 

We  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  expand 
affordable 
housing 
prospects  and 
offer  greater 
housing  and 
opportunity  to 

a  l  _  Bayview 

tne  way  Hunters  Point. 

Safety:  To 

fight  homicides,  we  will  hire  250  new  po¬ 
lice  officers.  Additionally,  a  new  police 
commander  is  on  board  to  be  responsible 
solely  for  public  housing. 

Government  reform:  We  support  new 
campaign  finance  laws  that  will  prevent 
those  who  seek  action  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  from  contributing  to  politicians’ 
campaigns. 

Technology:  We  will  expand  311  to  text 
messages  and  the  Internet  and  to  rapidly 
complete  a  redesign  of  the  city’s  Web  site. 

Planning:  We  will  streamline  the  plan¬ 
ning  process  and  create  one-stop  shopping 
for  obtaining  permits. 

Transportation:  We  will  continue  to  im¬ 
prove  Muni  and  support  “congestion  pric¬ 
ing”  to  reduce  pollution  and  traffic. 

Fiscal  discipline:  We  will  continue  to 
work  toward  reforming  the  city’s  retire¬ 
ment  system.  Additionally,  we  plan  to  raise 
the  payroll  tax  exemption  and  close  the 
“partnership”  loophole  that  allows  big 
businesses  to  escape  paying  taxes. 

Economic  development:  We  will  train 
more  workers  for  green-collar  jobs,  create 
a  “China  desk”  to  coordinate  economic 
outreach  to  China,  and  give  tax  breaks  to 
companies  that  hire  military  veterans. 

Children  and  families:  We  plan  to  create 
a  “baby  savings  bond”  that  will  deposit  on 
birth  $500  for  every  new  resident  bom  in 
San  Francisco.  The  bond  can  be  used  for 
college  or  first-time  home  ownership,  but 
access  to  the  funds  will  be  limited  to  those 
who  complete  a  community  service  re¬ 
quirement. 

The  above  serves  as  just  an  example  of 
my  commitment  to  provide  the  residents  of 
San  Francisco  a  quality  of  life  that  you  ex¬ 
pect  and  deserve. 

On  the  most  important  issues  of  the  day, 
San  Francisco  is  providing  leadership  for 
our  nation  and  the  world. 

The  challenges  ahead  are  certainly 
great.  But  I  know  that  we  will  not  fail.  We 
will  not  stop  making  this  city  an  inspira¬ 
tion  and  an  example  for  others. 

I  have  taken  the  oath  of  office  with  an 
appreciation  bom  of  experience.  I  don’t 
just  expect  that  this  is  the  best  job  any  San 
Franciscan  could  ever  have,  I  know  it. 

Again,  thank  you  very  much.  I  am 
ready  to  get  back  to  work! 

Gavin  Newsom  is  the  mayor  of  San 
Francisco. 


City  Hall 


Supervisor  Gerardo  Sandoval 


Don't  pave  over 

I  am  happy  to  announce  that  we  are 
making  progress  in  the  fight  against  one  of 
the  worst  scourges  in  San  Francisco:  resi¬ 
dents  paving  over  their  beautiful  front 
yards  with  concrete  so  they  can  park  their 
cars.  Neighborhoods  across  San  Francisco 
are  in  danger  of  becoming  concrete  jun¬ 
gles.  The  cars  leave  oily  stains  where  we 
once  had  flowers,  trees  and  ornamental 
shrubs. 

The  problem  is  much  more  than  just  an 
aesthetic  concern.  When  rain  does  not 
drain  into  the  ground,  the  natural  aquifers 
under  San  Francisco  cannot  replenish 
themselves.  The  soil  then  settles  and  can 
damage  the  foundation  of  homes  and 
buildings.  We  also  use  the  aquifers  in 
emergencies,  for  municipal  golf  courses, 
for  the  SF  Zoo,  and  for  Golden  Gate  Park. 

The  quality  of  San  Francisco  Bay  water 
and  ocean  water  is  also  diminished.  San 
Francisco  has  a  combined  sewer  system, 
whereby  we  process  brown  water  and 
storm  runoff.  When  it  is  not  raining,  there 


is  plenty  of  ca¬ 
pacity  so  ev¬ 
erything  gets 
cleaned  and 
returned  to  the 
environment. 
But  when  it 
rains,  some¬ 
times  there  is 
XU  —  A  -  not  enough  ca¬ 
ll!  yard  parity  and 

sewage  mixed 
with  rainwater  can  be  discharged  into  the 
ocean.  When  people  pave  over  their  front 
yards,  all  the  water  runs  into  the  sewers 
and  we  cannot  process  it  all. 

To  fix  the  problem,  I  authored 
legislation  in  2002  that  made  it  illegal  to 
pave  over  your  front  yard.  A  broad  coali¬ 
tion  of  neighborhood  groups  and  every 
member  of  the  SF  Board  of  Supervisors 
supported  the  ordinance.  But  scofflaws 
have  continued  to  tear  up  their  front  yards. 

To  correct  this,  I  recently  introduced 
legislation  that  allows  the  Planning 
Department  to  fine  persons  who  violate  the 
Planning  Code,  including  the  front-yard 
set-back  requirement. 

If  you  see  someone  starting  to  dig  up 
their  front  lawn,  tell  them  it  is  against  city 
law,  and  if  necessary  call  your  district  su¬ 
pervisor  so  we  can  get  the  right  people  out 
to  your  block.  Together,  we  can  keep  San 
Francisco  beautiful  and  healthy. 

Gerardo  Sandoval  is  a  San  Francisco 
supervisor  representing  District  11. 


IF  ONLY  YOUR  LIFE  WERE  THIS  ORGANIZED. 


Reverse  mortgages 
from  Countrywide® 

Reverse  mortgages  can  be  a  great  way  for  qualified 
homeowners  who  are  62  yearsof  age  or  more  to  access  the 
equity  in  their  homes  without  having  to  make  monthly 
mortgage  payments.  Call  us  for  your  free  benefit  analysis  today. 


Christine  and  David  Stormont 

Serving  San  Mateo,  San  Francisco  and  Marin 
Call  for  our  seminar  schedule 
Toll  Free:  1-866-550-3832 
Christine_Stormont@Countrywide.com 
David_Stormont@Countrywide.com 


m 

OiG 


Countrywide  Bank9 


Reverse  mortgages  from  Countrywide  are  funded  and  administered  by 
Countrywide  Bank,  FSB.  t=J  Countrywide  Bank,  FSB  is  an  Equal  Housing  Lender. 
©  2007  Countrywide  Financial  Corporation.  Trade/servicemarks  are  the  property 
of  Countrywide  Financial  Corporation  and/or  its  subsidiaries.  07-004  (03/07) 


There  Is  Nothing  Average  About  the 
Average  Price  of  a  Hill  &  Co.  Property. 


In  fact,  according  to  the  2008 
Business  Times  Book  of  Lists, 
Hill  &  Co.  is  the  number  one 
brokerage  among  all  companies 
in  terms  of  average  price  for 
homes  sold  in  the  City.  Our 


nearest  competitor’s  average 
was  nearly  $300,000  less. 

If  you  are  seeking  real  estate 
representation,  we  invite  you 
to  consider  the  City’s  best. 

Hill  &  Co. 


Lombard  Street  Office 
1 880  Lombard  Street 
(415)  921-6000 


Union  Street  Office 
2107  Union  Street 
(415)  921-6000 


24th  Street  Office 
3899  24th  Street 
(415)  824-1100 


www.hill-co.com 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 
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City  Hall 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 

Rebuilding  Doyle  Drive 


7th  Ave.  Safeway  opens, 
Starbucks  get  the  boot 


There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
recent  media  coverage  regarding 
Doyle  Drive  and  the  possibility 
of  implementing  a  new  toll  to 
help  pay  for  the  infrastructure. 
Nothing  should  be  a  higher  prior¬ 
ity  for  the  region  than  the  rebuild 
of  Doyle  Drive,  the  critical 
southern  access  link  from  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  to  San 
Francisco.  Originally  construct¬ 
ed  in  1936  with  narrow  lanes,  no 
median,  and  no  shoulder,  Doyle 
Drive  is  approaching  the  end  of 
its  useful  life. 

Because  it  was  built  at  a  time 
when  the  Presidio  was  an  active 
military  post,  the  raised  bridge 
structure  needs  desperately  to  be 
replaced.  It  is  considered  the 
worst  rated  bridge  in  the  state 
(with  a  score  of  2  out  of  100)  and 
the  third  worst  bridge  in  the 
country.  While  it  is  not  in  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  falling,  we  must 


heed  the  lessons  of  Minneapolis 
and  rebuild  our  important  infras¬ 
tructure  before  tragedy  occurs. 
This  is  especially  important  in  a 
region  where  we  are  susceptible 
to  natural  disaster. 

The  preferred  replacement 
project  design  is  known  as  the 
Parkway.  Supported  by  a  very 
broad  coalition  of  environmental¬ 
ists,  neighborhood  groups  and 
public  agencies,  it  is  a  $1  billion 
project.  The  numbers  are  in  line 
with  what  it  costs  to  replace 
complex  freeway  structures  else¬ 
where  in  the  Bay  Area  and  the 
United  States.  The  east  span  of 
the  Bay  Bridge  is  costing  $5.4 
billion,  and  the  west  approach  to 
the  Bay  Bridge,  in  SOMA,  more 
than  $500  million. 

Over  the  past  8  years,  the 
Transportation  Authority  staff 
and  Board,  with  support  from  the 
mayor’s  office  and  more  recently 


from  the  Metropolitan  Transport¬ 
ation  Commission  and  Caltrans, 
has  succeeded  in  securing  $641 
million  in  funding  commitments 
for  the  project.  The  funds  include 
local  Proposition  K  transporta¬ 
tion  sales  tax,  San  Francisco’s 
county  share  of  the  State 
Transportation  Improvement 
Program  (that  includes  federal 
and  state  gas  tax),  funds  from 
special  state  and  federal  pro¬ 
grams.  In  addition,  in  May  2007 
we  secured  $405  million  in 
SHOPP  (State  Highway  Ops  and 
Protection  Program  funds  -  one 
of  the  largest  SHOPP  awards 
ever.  Currently,  the  funding  gap 
is  $417  million. 

Recognizing  the  significant 
need  and  opportunities  posed  by 
the  Doyle  Drive  corridor,  and  our 
region’s  commitment  to  transit, 
the  environment  and  smart  urban 
planning,  the  US  Department  of 
Transportation  (DOT)  recently 
awarded  our  region  a  $158  mil¬ 
lion  Urban  Partnership  Grant  to 
demonstrate  a  progressive  ap¬ 
proach  to  congestion  manage¬ 
ment  and  infrastructure  replace¬ 
ment  that  will  serve  as  a  model 
for  other  urban  regions. 

This  grant  funds  a  tolling  sys¬ 
tem  for  Doyle  Drive  that  will  al¬ 
low  us  to  rebuild  the  facility  as  a 
modern,  earthquake-proof  park¬ 
way.  In  addition,  it  will  help  us 
manage  congestion  on  this  busy 
roadway.  In  order  for  us  to  be 
able  to  use  these  funds,  we  must 
have  state  legislative  authority  to 
toll  by  March  31.  Otherwise,  we 
will  lose  these  funds  and  the 
money  will  get  sent  to  a  project 
in  some  other  part  of  the  country. 

Doyle  Drive  is  used  by  more 
than  1 00,000  commuters  a  day, 
of  which  80  percent  are  residents 
from  the  North  Bay  counties  of 
Marin  and  Sonoma.  The  Trans¬ 
portation  Authority  is  studying 


Shoppers  are  returning  to  the 
newly-rebuilt  Safeway  at 
Seventh  Avenue  and  Cabrillo 
Street.  The  completely  trans¬ 
formed  store  now  features  full- 
service  meat,  seafood  and  deli 
departments,  a  full-service  phar¬ 
macy,  floral  department,  olive 
bar,  cheese  table  and  expanded 
wine  section. 

Two  opening  celebrations  at 
the  end  of  January  served  as  the 
official  ribbon-cutting  and  re¬ 
opening,  and  shoppers  received 
coupons,  enjoyed  live  music, 
heard  from  a  series  of  speakers, 
and  watched  the  presentation  of  a 


toll  designs  that  would  charge  all 
users  a  fee  to  use  the  facility.  It 
would  rise  higher  during  peak 
times  and  be  reduced  during  off- 
peak  times  to  encourage  off-peak 
travel  and  use  of  mass  transit. 
Revenues  from  the  charge  would 
be  re-invested  in  Doyle  Drive 
corridor  transportation  improve¬ 
ments,  including  enhanced  transit 
services. 

Although  no  one  likes  the  idea 
of  paying  a  higher  toll,  the  truth 
is  transportation  funding  is  not 
keeping  pace  with  needs.  User 
tolls  are  seen  as  a  fair  and  equi¬ 
table  method  to  pay  for  critical 
infrastructure  improvements. 
Tolling  is  a  reasonable  and  re¬ 
sponsible  approach  that  has  the 
potential  to  generate  widespread 
safety,  mobility  and  environmen¬ 
tal  benefits. 

I  am  disappointed  in  the  vehe¬ 
ment  negative  response  from  the 
Marin  officials  who  represent  the 
majority  of  the  traffic  on  this 
roadway.  Marin  County  has  “opt- 


check  to  a  local  charity. 

A  new  Starbucks  kiosk  in  the 
new  store  was  shut  down  shortly 
after  the  Safeway  opened  due  to 
opposition  from  local  merchants 
and  community  members. 

Just  months  earlier,  more  than 
4,000  signatures  were  gathered 
on  petitions  to  halt  a  Starbucks 
which  was  planned  to  open  in  the 
new  Toyota  site  about  to  open  on 
Geary  Boulevard  at  Fourth 
Avenue.  The  same  coalition  that 
led  the  revolt  against  the  Geary 
Starbucks  came  together  to  halt 
the  Safeway  kiosk. 


ed  out”  of  contributing  their  local 
transportation  sales  tax,  or  their 
county  share  of  state  dollars  to 
rebuilding  Doyle  Drive.  The 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  District, 
which  obviously  depends  heavily 
on  Doyle  Drive,  has  not  given 
any  support  financially  for  the 
Doyle  Drive  rebuild.  If  Marin 
residents  don’t  want  to  pay  an 
extra  toll  for  this  much-needed 
project,  their  elected  officials 
need  to  get  out  and  find  the  funds 
needed  and  work  with  us  in  a 
constructive  manner. 

Rebuilding  Doyle  Drive  is,  or 
should  be,  the  highest  priority  for 
all  involved.  With  the  United 
States  DOT  grant,  we  have  the 
chance  to  fully  fund  the  Doyle 
Drive  rebuild,  tackle  congestion, 
and  reinvest  future  proceeds  into 
better  transit.  This  is  an  opportu¬ 
nity  that  we  cannot  afford  to  let 
slip  away. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  represent¬ 
ing  District  1. 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


When  you  go  to  the  Polls  on  February  5, 
the  Chamber  recommends... 

Yes  on  A:  Fix  our  Parks 

Proposition  A  will  extend  critically  important  park  and 
recreation  center  repairs  and  improvements  to  every  city 
neighborhood  and  create  new  parks  along  the  eastern 
waterfront  -  all  with  no  increase  in  the  property  tax  rate. 

Yes  on  B:  Keep  Police  on  the  Street 

San  Francisco  is  short  up  to  300  police  officers,  with  600 
more  set  to  retire  in  the  next  four  years.  Proposition  B  will 
encourage  experienced  police  officers  to  postpone  retirement 
to  give  increased  recruitment  a  chance  to  reduce  the 
shortage,  all  at  no  additional  cost  to  the  pension  plan. 

No  on  C:  Keep  Alcatraz  in  the  National  Park  System 
Proposition  C  would  make  it  city  policy  to  urge  the  National 
Park  Sen/ice  to  give  Alcatraz  Island  to  the  city  for  a  peace  and 
mediation  center.  Alcatraz  is  a  National  Landmark,  part  of 
Golden  Gate  National  Park  and  should  remain  that  way. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE 


Whtre  smart  buvntss  starts 


Pad  for  by  the  2  Jst  Century  Pokucaf  Action  Committee 


The  TRI  Coldwell  Banker  Agent 
Who  Sold  the  Most  San  Francisco 
Properties  Companywide  in  2007 


John  Kirkpatrick  is  one  of  the  top 
professionals  representing  San  Francisco 
homes  and  investment  properties. 

John  is  a  marketing  expert  with  a  strong 
professional  and  academic  background. 
Dedication  to  detail  and  hard  work  have 
enabled  John  to  earn  an  exceptional 
reputation.  John  wins  clients  through 
proven  results;  achievements  consistently 
exceed  client  expectations. 


Address 

List  Price 

Sold  Price 

Bd/Ba/Pk 

2031  Anza  St. 

$995,000 

$1,020,000 

3/1/1 

135  15th  Ave. 

$2,495,000 

$2,300,000 

4/3/2 

46  West  Clay  St. 

$3,200,000 

$3,050,000 

4/3/2 

786  33rd  Ave. 

$798,000 

$750,000 

2/1/2 

55  Temescal  Ter. 

$1,595,000 

$1,495,000 

4/2/3 

779  32nd  Ave. 

$1,199,000 

$1,350,000 

2  units 

3033-35  Anza  St. 

$1,880,000 

$1,799,000 

2  units 

7434-36  Geary 

$1,227,000 

$1,197,000 

2  units 

478-80  41st  Ave. 

$1,424,000 

$1,402,000 

2  units 

Source  SFMLS 


ATRI 


COLDUJeU. 
BANKER  □ 


(415)  412-0559 

John@johnkirkpatrick.com 

www.johnkirkpatrick.com 
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Sacramento 


Sen.  Leland  Yee 

Honoring  Rep.  Tom  Lantos 


For  28  years,  Congressman 
Tom  Lantos  has  been  a  tireless 
advocate  for  the  needs  of  his 
constituents.  While  best  known 
nationwide,  and  around  the 
world,  as  an  expert  of  foreign  af¬ 
fairs,  he  has  also  gotten  a  great 
deal  accomplished  on  behalf  of 
his  district.  As  such,  I  have  intro¬ 
duced  a  resolution  into  the 
California  state  Senate  that 
would  name  the  tunnel  at  Devil’s 
Slide  after  Lantos,  in  recognition 
of  his  great  work  on  behalf  of 
that  project,  and  his  noble  career 
as  a  whole. 

Lantos  was  bom  in  Budapest 
in  1928  and,  after  escaping  from 
a  forced  labor  camp,  fought  the 
Nazis  as  a  member  of  the  under¬ 
ground  resistance  during  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  Hungary.  This  fear¬ 
less  commitment  to  justice  has 
been  a  hallmark  of  his  legislative 
career. 

Elected  to  the  United  States 
Congress  in  1 980,  Lantos  has 


risen  through  the  ranks  while  es¬ 
tablishing  a  reputation  as  a  cru¬ 
sader  for  working  families,  the 
environment,  animal  rights,  re¬ 
productive  rights  and  equality  for 
all  Americans.  Most  of  all,  he 
has  been  known  as  a  tireless  ad¬ 
vocate  for  human  rights  around 
the  world. 

Throughout  his  career,  from 
Rwanda  to  Bosnia  to  Darfur, 
Lantos  has  weighed  in  strongly 
that  the  United  States  has  a  moral 
duty  to  stamp  out  genocide. 
Around  the  world,  he  is  a  recog¬ 
nizable  figure  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  foreign  affairs  experts 
in  Congress.  However,  while  he 
has  done  a  great  deal  on  the  na¬ 
tional  stage,  we  here  on  the 
Peninsula  must  also  remember 
what  he  has  done  for  our  com¬ 
munity. 

Back  in  1973,  the  Sierra  Club 
proposed  the  Devil’s  Slide 
Tunnel  as  a  means  of  accessing 
the  cities  of  the  coastside  without 


causing  unnecessary  damage  to 
the  local  environment.  CalTrans 
considered  the  idea  viable,  but 
did  not  have  the  funds  to  make 
the  project  a  reality. 

However,  in  the  early  ’80s, 
Lantos  procured  $58  million  in 
federal  transportation  funds  to  re¬ 
pair  the  highway  around  Devil’s 
Slide  in  the  wake  of  a  major 
landslide  that  left  the  coastside 
stranded.  Years  later,  after  fre¬ 
quent  attempts,  he  was  able  to 
provide  $150  million  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Devil’s  Slide 
Tunnel.  In  2005,  ground  was  bro¬ 
ken,  and  it  is  currently  on  sched¬ 
ule  to  be  finished  by  2010. 

I  had  many  opportunities  to 
work  with  Congressman  Lantos 
over  the  course  of  my  career,  but 
perhaps  the  most  memorable  was 
in  the  Assembly  back  in  2004, 
when  we  had  to  keep  the  project 
from  dying  in  the  Appropriations 
Committee.  With  his  assistance 
in  getting  funding,  I  was  able  to 
help  keep  the  project  alive.  Now, 
at  the  end  of  his  28  year  career,  I 
find  it  fitting  to  bestow  upon  him 
the  honor  of  naming  this  project 
he  worked  so  tirelessly  for  the 
‘Tom  Lantos  Tunnel  at  Devil’s 
Slide.” 

Sen,  Leland  Y.  Yee  is  the  as¬ 
sistant  president  pro  tempore  at 
the  California  Senate. 


Commentary 

Arkadi  Kuhlmann 

This  year,  save  your  money 


How  about  a  resolution  to  end 
2008  with  hundreds  -  or  maybe 
even  thousands  -  of  extra  dollars 
in  the  bank? 

If  saving  money  sounds  about 
as  difficult  as  losing  25  pounds 
by  swimsuit  season,  think  again. 
It’s  actually  as  simple  as  finding 
a  financial  institution  that  helps 
you  save  money. 

Here’s  what  you  need  to  do: 

First,  stop  using  credit  cards. 
Use  debit  cards  instead. 

Credit  card  companies  want 
you  to  go  into  debt.  Ever  notice 
how  they  hand  out  so  many  gifts 
and  rewards?  It’s  so  profitable  to 
get  you  into  debt  that  they’re  ac¬ 
tually  willing  to  bribe  you  to 
spend.  It’s  pure  gravy  when  you 
don’t  pay  your  balance  in  full  or 
miss  a  minimum  payment. 

Unsurprisingly,  credit  card 
companies  are  good  at  getting 
people  to  spend  beyond  their 
means.  In  1996,  the  average  U.S. 
household  had  $5,875  in  credit 
card  debt.  By  2006,  that  figure 
had  climbed  to  nearly  $10,000. 

With  debit  cards,  you’re' 
spending  your  own  money.  So 


Editor: 

Once  again,  I  was  nearly  run 
over  at  Fourth  and  Folsom 
streets.  Yesterday,  my  husband 
and  a  large  male  friend  had  to 
stop  mid-crossing  at  Arguello 
Boulevard  and  Cabrillo  Street. 
Both  of  these  crossings  are  heav¬ 
ily  used  by  pedestrians,  visitors 
on  the  way  to  the  park,  the  cus¬ 
tomers  of  Arguello  Market,  bicy¬ 
clists,  parents  with  strollers,  and 
like  me,  seniors  on  their  way  to 
the  bus  stop  at  Fourth  and 
Folsom. 

I  complained  to  the  Chronicle 
Watch  last  year  about  the  un¬ 
painted  crossing  at  Fourth  and 
Folsom,  and  voila,  the  lines  were 
painted.  They  made  no  differ¬ 
ence.  I  called  repeatedly  and 


you  can’t  be  lured  into  debt. 

Next,  you  should  avoid  fees 
and  earn  interest  on  all  your 
money.  Most  people  use  banks 
that  pay  virtually  no  interest  on 
deposits  and  have  a  slew  of  hid¬ 
den  charges  and  complex  fees. 

Take  overdraft  fees.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  banks  make  a  whop¬ 
ping  $17.5  billion  annually 
through  these  charges. 

The  reason  this  is  so  profitable 
is  twofold.  First,  the  average 
overdraft  fee  has  climbed  to  $29. 
And  second,  banks  apply  it  liber¬ 
ally. 

Say  you  start  your  Saturday 
morning  with  $1 ,143  in  your  ac¬ 
count  -  and  then  send  $900  to 
your  landlord,  $50  to  your  elec¬ 
tric  company,  $150  to  your  cable 
and  internet  provider,  and  $10  to 
your  favorite  charity. 

Each  recipient  deposits  the 
checks  four  days  later. 
Unfortunately,  that  same  day, 
your  nephew  cashes  the  $250 
you  gave  him  for  his  wedding  six 
months  ago.  By  the  time  he  re¬ 
turned  from  his  honeymoon, 
you’d  forgotten  about  it. 


voila ,  those  pedestrian  crossing 
signs  were  put  up.  They  make  no 
difference!  I  wrote  to  the  mayor 
and  to  Jake  McGoldrick,  and  got 
no  acknowledgement.  I  called  the 
San  Francisco  Traffic  Safety 
number  and  got  back  a  nice  sym¬ 
pathy  call. 

Now  I  invite  all  of  you  to  call 
Jake  McGoldrick  and  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom.  Maybe  if  there 
are  enough  of  us,  Arguello 
Boulevard  at  Cabrillo  Street  and 
Folsom  Street  at  Fourth  Street 
can  be  given  stop  signs  or  maybe 
even  traffic  lights.  The  speed  lim¬ 
its  are  not  enforced  as  we  all 
know,  so  maybe  we  could  all  call 
the  police  as  well.  Here’s  to  hop¬ 
ing  the  best  for  pedestrians. 
Jacqueline  Darrigrand 


Because  most  banks  process 
daily  transactions  from  the 
largest  to  the  smallest  dollar 
amount,  you’re  looking  at  four 
separate  overdraft  fees.  So  if 
your  bank  charges  the  industry 
average,  that’s  $136  in  penalties. 

A  similar  fleecing  happens  at 
the  ATM.  When  your  bank 
charges  you  to  use  another 
bank’s  cash  machine,  you  get 
socked  with  two  separate  fees  - 
one  at  the  ATM  and  one  on  your 
statement.  So  instead  of  just  pay¬ 
ing  what  you  see  on  the  screen, 
you’re  actually  paying  double 
that  amount  -  to  access  your  own 
money! 

When  this  double  charge  is 
factored  in,  the  average  ATM  fee 
is  $2.91.  On  a  $50  withdrawal, 
that’s  a  5.8  percent  charge. 

Banking  customers  shouldn’t 
have  to  navigate  a  minefield  to 
avoid  hidden  fees. 

So  find  a  bank  that  offers  a 
free  overdraft  line  of  credit  with 
a  competitive  interest  rate  instead 
of  charging  overdraft  fees.  That 
way,  whenever  your  checking  ac¬ 
count  goes  negative,  you  auto¬ 
matically  borrow  the  cash  you 
need  at  a  reasonable  cost  rather 
than  a  lump  sum  fee.  The  “over¬ 
draft”  simply  shows  up  as  a 
charge  on  your  credit  card,  and 
there’s  no  penalty  fee. 

Banks  also  shouldn’t  charge 
you  to  use  another  bank’s  ATM. 

Finally,  find  a  bank  that  pays 
high  interest  on  all  your  money. 
These  days,  there’s  no  reason  to 
do  business  with  a  bank  where 
you’ll  lose  money  over  time. 

According  to  Bankrate.com, 
the  average  savings  bank  pays 
less  than  half  a  percent  of  interest 
-well  "Under  the  rate  of  inflation. 
The  annual  percentage  yield  on 
the  average  checking  account  is 
even  worse.  A  number  of  direct 
banks  are  now  offering  savings 
and  checking  accounts  that  pay 
three  percent  or  more. 

Millions  of  Americans  use  big 
banks  because  they  assume  that 
if  a  bank  is  well-known  and  pop¬ 
ular,  it  must  be  offering  its  cus¬ 
tomers  a  good  deal.  But  this 
clearly  isn’t  the  case. 

Making  this  mistake  could  be 
costing  you  a  fortune.  In  2008, 
fixing  this  mistake  could  save 
you  thousands. 

Arkadi  Kuhlmann  is  presi¬ 
dent  and  CEO  ofING  Direct. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


UCSF  Oral  Surgery  and  Dental 
Implant  Facility 

Private  Faculty  Practice  Care  at  University  Prices 
Board  Certified  Doctors 
AAAHC  Accredited  Facility 

Call  us  today  at  (415)  476-1316 
to  schedule  a  consultation! 

//  X 

/  > 

/  Present  this  ad  to  receive  a  FREE  WISDOM  TOOTH  > 

OR  DENTAL  IMPLANT  CONSULTATION  AND 

PANORAMIC  X-RAY  —  A  $350  VALUE!* 


University  of  California 
San  Francisco 

Department  of  Oral  and  Maxillofacial  Surgery 
707  Parnassus  Avenue,  Suite  D1201,  San  Francisco,  CA 
(415)476-1316  www.omfs.ucsf.edu 

''•Expires  3/31/2008  / 


Usually,  the  real  estate  market  is  most  active 
twice  a  year.  The  Fall  and  Spring. 

At  this  time,  people  have  the  time  and  energy 
to  focus  on  these  important  matters. 

What  does  this  mean? 

In  the  Fall  and  the  Spring: 

•  Sellers  have  good  chances  to  get  great  prices. 

•  Buyers  need  quality  information. 

A  well-marketed  property  sells  quickly. 

Call  Bruce  to  succeed  as  a  buyer  or  seller. 
Now  is  the  time  to  plan. 

Have  the  right  agent  on  your  side. 

That's  Bruce. 

Bruce  McKleroy 

415.353.5781 
bmckleroy@apr.  com 

McKleroy.  com 


apr.com  San  Francisco  Office  3701  Buchanan  St.  415.923.9700 


BEST  SANDWICHES  IN  THE  RICHMOND  DISTRICT” 


Fresh  Roosted  Turkey  Breast  Sanduiiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dally. 


SALADS  ■  D€SS€BTS  ■  UJINC  ■  8€€R  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


:$1 °FF 

|  ■  any  san 


sandwich 


DAILY  , 
SANDWICH 
SPECIALS  i 

^Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer.  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  2/29/08 j 

734  La  pTaya  •  221  -2031 

OPEN  7 DAYS  •  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a. m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 
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Filmmaker's  new  documentary  making  rounds 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

Richmond  District  resident  Luke  Wolbach's  film,  "Row 
Hard  No  Excuses"  will  be  playing  at  the  Victorian 
Theater  in  the  Mission  District  Feb.  16  and  17. 


by  Gloria  Osoba 

“Row  Hard  No  Excuses”  is 
Luke  Wolbach’s  latest  documen¬ 
tary.  The  film  chronicles  the  voy¬ 
age  of  Tom  Mailhot,  41,  and 
John  Ziegler,  51,  as  they  row 
across  the  Atlantic  from  the 
Canary  Islands  to  Barbados.  The 
film  generates  thoughts  on  what 
it  means  to  be  successful,  as  well 
as  how  people  gauge  success  in 
life. 

Wolbach  collaborated  with  his 
father.  Bill,  and  his  brother,  Ben, 
on  the  film.  The  idea  of  the  film 
came  from  Wolbach’s  father, 
who  was  a  rower  in  college.  Ben 
helped  write  the  grant  letters,  in 
addition  to  doing  research  on 
masculinity. 

“Working  with  my  father  was 
very  rewarding  as  I  got  to  learn 
more  about  him  while  making 
the  film,”  Wolbach  said. 

So  far,  the  film  has  entered  30 
film  festivals  including  the  slam- 
dance.  In  spite  of  all  its  success, 
the  film  faced  major  obstacles, 
including  the  need  to  fundraise  to 
produce  the  film.  As  well,  the  in¬ 
ability  of  the  director  to  follow 
the  crew  while  filming  hampered 
production  and  there  was  the 


challenge  of  working  on  a  film 
within  Wolbach’s  family  dynam¬ 
ics. 

While  working  on  “Row  Hard 
No  Excuses,”  Wolbach  met  his 
future  wife  of  more  than  four 
years,  Alexandra  Altrocchi 
Wolbach.  Alexandra  also  works 
in  the  film  industry  as  a  visual  ef¬ 
fects  producer.  She  has  worked 
on  films  such  as  the  “Matrix 
Revolution,”  “Blade”  and 
“Fantastic  Four.”  She  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Colgate  University,  where 
she  studied  German  and  photog¬ 
raphy. 

“Luke  is  a  patient,  loving, 
funny  and  participatory  father. 
He  helped  take  care  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  while  I  was  breast  feeding 
them.  Luke  would  help  soothe 
the  babies  as  soon  &s  I  nursed 
them,”  said  Alexandra. 

The  37-year-old  film  director 
is  an  avid  cycler  and  traveler.  He 
has  traveled  to  Burkina  Faso, 
London,  France,  Guinea,  India, 
Australia,  Ireland  and  Senegal. 
He  cycled  from  Annapolis, 
Maryland  to  Seattle,  Washington. 

Wolbach  is  originally  from 
Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  went 
to  Brookline  High  School  and 
Tufts  University  for  one  year  be¬ 


fore  transferring  to  Boston 
University  to  study  history.  He 
has  been  interested  in  film  since 
he  was  12  years  old.  At  Boston 
University,  Wolbach  took  a  lot  of 
film  classes. 

“I  think  film  is  an  interesting 
way  to  combine  history  with  vi¬ 
sual  effects,”  Wolbach  said. 

The  tall,  soft-spoken  director 
with  a  patrician  beard  has  lived 
in  San  Francisco  for  10  years.  He 
lives  in  the  Richmond  District  on 
a  quiet  part  of  Third  Avenue. 
Wolbach  said  he  loves  the  diver¬ 
sity  of  the  restaurants  on  Clement 
Street  and  the  artist  community 
in  San  Francisco. 

“San  Francisco  has  one  of  the 
strongest  documentary  filmmak¬ 
ing  communities.  The  City  is  a 
progressive,  eclectic  and  colorful 
community.” 

“Row  Hard  No  Excuses”  is 
Wolbach’s  second  documentary. 
His  first,  “Seeds  of  Tibet:  Voices 
of  Children  in  Exile  (1997),”  was 
broadcast  on  PBS  affiliates 
throughout  the  country  and  was 
awarded  an  Earthwatch  Award,  a 


Continued  from  page  1 

Contestants  included  a  tiger,  dog, 
cat  and  10  others.  The  cat  and  the 
rat  were  notoriously  bad  swim¬ 
mers,  and  at  the  start  of  the  race 
each  jumped  on  the  back  of  the 
hard-working  ox.  But  the  rat  was 
up  to  no  good,  and  at  the  last 
minute  before  the  ox  reached  the 
shore,  the  rodent  shoved  the  cat 
into  the  water  and  leapt  forward, 
claiming  first  prize.  As  a  result, 
cats  not  only  hate  the  water  but 
also  despise  rats.  The  ox  earned  a 
place  among  the  top  12  finishers, 
but  the  cat  was  the  odd  animal 


Cine  Eagle  Award  and  a  docu¬ 
mentary  award  at  the 
Philadelphia  International  Film 
Festival. 

Wolbach’s  next  project  is  a 
documentary  about  his  friend  in 


out.  The  order  of  each  creature’s 
arrival  at  the  shore  correlates  to¬ 
day  to  the  order  that  each  animal 
appears  in  the  Chinese  calendar’s 
12-year  cycle.  The  cat,  which  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  bank  cold,  miserable 
and  in  last  place,  is  not  represent¬ 
ed  by  the  lunar  calendar. 

This  year’s  Chinese  New  Year 
Parade,  in  which  costumes  and 
floats  honor  the  devious  yet  no¬ 
ble  rodent,  will  take  place 
Saturday,  Feb.  23  on  Grant 
Avenue.  A  San  Francisco  tradi¬ 
tion  since  the  1860s,  the  parade 
has  been  directed  by  the  Chinese 
Chamber  of  Commerce  since 


Berkeley,  who  gathered  trash  in 
his  house  for  a  year. 

“Row  Hard  No  Excuses  ”  will 
be  shown  at  the  IndieFest  and 
Tiburon  International  Film 
Festival  in  March. 


1958  and  is  now  the  largest  cele¬ 
bration  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 
However,  prior  to  the  parade’s 
first  appearances,  the  festival  was 
an  unheard-of  event,  arranged  by 
Chinese  immigrants  in  San 
Francisco  as  a  way  to  retain,  cel¬ 
ebrate  and  showcase  their  culture 
to  the  young  and  growing  ethnic 
melting  pot  of  early  California. 

To  commemorate  the  Chinese 
New  Year  and  the  beginning  of 
the  next  12-year  cycle,  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  has  released  the 
first  in  a  series  of  stamps  that  fea¬ 
ture  the  animals  of  the  lunar  cal¬ 
endar. 


Body  Core*1 


Think  outside 
the  gym. 


Outdoor  Fitness  Bootcamps  and  Personal  Training 


Sign-Up  Now!  — >  www.BodyCoreSF.com 
email:  info@bodycoresf.com  call:  415.370.1909 


Rat  featured  for  Chinese  New  Year 


NO  PURCHASE  NECESSARY  TO  ENTER  OR  WIN.  A  PURCHASE  WILL  NOT  INCREASE  THE  INDIVIDUAL'S  CHANCE  TO  WIN  The  ’Taste  of  Milan’  Sweepstakes  is  open  to  individuals  who  are  age  18  or  older  as  of  Feb  11 ,  2008  and  are  legsrf  U.S.  residents  of  the  state  of  Cdifcmia. 
Sweepstakes  begins  February  11 , 2008  and  ends  April  30  2008. 


WIN  A  COOKING  LESSON  WITH 
CHEF  ADRIANO  AND  MAYBE 
A  TRIP  TO  MILAN  AND  $10,000 


Many  of  you  know  the  cuisine  of  Milan  that  we 
serve  at  Pasta  Pomodoro.  And  now,  some  of 
you  can  learn  to  make  my  favorite  dishes. 


w 


In  a  two-hour  session  in  our  Pomodoro  kitchen 
you  could  learn  how  to  choose  the  best 
ingredients,  learn  how  to  cook  our  risotto, 
or  how  to  make  frutti  di  mare  that  my  family 
would  be  proud  of. 


Just  pick  up  a  sweepstakes  entry  at  Pomodoro. 
In  fact,  every  time  you  visit,  we  will  give  you 
ten  entry  forms,  so  you  can  enter  ten  times. 
And,  in  April,  five  guests  from  each  restaurant 
will  win  a  group  cooking  lesson  with  me, 
Adriano. 


The  Grand  Prize  winner  will  win  a  trip  for  tw 
including  airfare  and  hotel,  to  Milan.  Plus 
$10,000!  We'll  also  award  several  monthly 
prizes,  beginning  with  a  dinner  party  for  10 


see  us  soon 


pomodoro 


Adriano  Paganini,  Owner  and  chef 
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You  might  not  be  able  to  do 
everything  at  once,  you  can 
however  do  it  all  in  one  place. 


The  UPS  Store 


Let  us  help  you  with  that. 


We  Know  You  Want  The  Best 
For  You  &  Your  Family... 

And  We'll  Help  You  Get  It! 


BEST  HEALTH 
BEST  FITNESS 
BEST  SAFETY 


Tat  Wong  Kung  Fu  Academy 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

/  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

/  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

/  TOEIC  preparation. 

•/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 


Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 

f-  &'± 

W&  yk  it  SSLS- 

wl -!af 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750 
E-mail:  info@sfie.net 
Fax:  750-9939 


*nytim?*s 


-1755 


MMe’ve 

Back' 


Get  Started  for 

Only  $10 

Introductory  Lesson 
Pius...  Save  $100 

Off  Membership  during  February 

CALL  NOW! 

752-5555 


jazzerdse.com 
(800)  FIT-IS-IT 


Gardening  program  helps  blind 
see  good  health,  nutrition 


by  Jeremiah  Michaels 


Kung  Fu  is  ideal  for  all  ages. 

Get  in  the  best  shape  ever  while 
you  develop  confidence  & 
strength. ..all  while  learning 
self-defense  skills  &  having  fun! 


Join  Us  at  Our  NEW  Location! 

601  Clement  St  @7thAve 
www. tatwong.com 


A  tall  man  with  the  look  of  a 
professional  wrestler  stands  in 
the  winter  fog  and  contemplates 
life. 

“Where  do  you  end  up  in  life? 
Who  knows?”  said  Ben  Oude 
Kamphuis,  recreation  director  for 
the  SF  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  (RPD). 

Oude  Kamphuis  says  his  life 
has  taken  him  many  places,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Rec.  and  Park  nurs¬ 
ery  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  Oude 
Kamphuis  is  part  of  Project 
Insight,  RPD’s  blind  and  visually 
impaired  program.  The  program 
helps  out  residents  of  the  City 
with  activities  that  “get  them  out 
of  the  house,”  said  Oude 
Kamphuis. 

Project  Insight  was  started  by 
Oude  Kamphuis  in  1994.  It  be¬ 
gan  with  Oude  Kamphuis  asking 
RPD  for  a  plot  of  land  where  he 
could  grow  vegetables  for  a 
class.  At  first,  there  were  only  8 
to  10  people,  but  the  numbers 
have  steadily  grown  over  the 
years  and  Project  Insight  staff 
regularly  see  more  than  15  peo¬ 
ple  at  its  weekly  classes. 

Part  of  Oude  Kamphuis’s  fo¬ 
cus  is  to  get  people  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  outdoors.  He  said  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  very  helpful  to  seniors, 
especially  with  disabilities  that 
prevent  them  from  leaving  their 
homes  unassisted.  An  organiza¬ 
tion  called  the  Lighthouse  pro¬ 
vides  transportation  to  the  club¬ 
house  on  the  mornings  that  Oude 
Kamphuis  has  class. 

Lighthouse  was  founded  by 
Josephine  Rowan  in  1902  to  pro¬ 
vide  reading  materials  and  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  blind. 

At  the  clubhouse,  located  at 
901  Wawona  St.,  classes  start 
with  coffee  and  “swapping  sto¬ 
ries,”  said  Oude  Kamphuis.  The 
classes  have  gotten  so  large  that 
he  does  not  have  enough  time  to 
say  hello  to  everyone. 

Most  of  the  gardening  is  done 
in  the  Rec.  and  Park  nursery.  The 
classes  run  for  two  hours  in  the 
morning  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays 
and  Saturdays.  After  the  garden¬ 
ing  is  finished,  class  members  get 
to  keep  the  vegetables  they  raise. 
Oude  Kamphuis  said  the  added 
bonus  of  eating  what  they  raise 
keeps  people  coming  back. 

“It  is  great.  I  am  outside  and  I 
get  to  work  with  plants  and  veg¬ 
etables.  Normally  I  would  be  in¬ 
side,”  said  Sean  Corritore,  an  as¬ 
sistant  recreation  director  for 
RPD.  Corritore  has  been  with  the 
program  since  it  started.  He  was 
originally  in  the  class  and  then 
was  hired  by  the  department  to 
work  with  Oude  Kamphuis. 

Project  Insight  has  four  full 
time  staff  members.  There  are 
also  numerous  volunteers  that 
help  out  the  program  all  year 
long.  Oude  Kamphuis  said  that 
the  RPD  provides  “a  lot”  of  sup¬ 
port  through  construction  of 
planter  boxes  and  the  donation  of 
plots  for  planting.  The 
Lighthouse  also  sends  full-time 
staff  out  to  the  clubhouse  on 
Wawona  Street. 

The  staff  tries  to  keep  the 
class  size  small  so  more  individ¬ 
ual  focus  can  be  achieved. 

“We  can  be  more  intensive 
that  way,”  said  Corritore. 

Some  of  the  activities  that 
Oude  Kamphuis  plans  for  his 
classes  are  tailored  specifically 
for  the  people  enrolled.  For  his 
seniors,  he  plants  pole  beans. 

“The  beans  will  come  up  to 
you,”  said  Oude  Kamphuis. 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

*CaII  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 
*Open  7  Days:  6:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


6000  California  St.@  22nd  Ave., TeL  221-7801 


San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
Director  Ben  Oude  Kamphuis  (standing)  teaches  two 
blind  students  how  to  garden  on  Dec.  13. 


Not  having  to  bend  over  to 
pick  beans  out  of  the  soil  makes 
his  class  attractive  to  older  peo¬ 
ple.  All  of  the  plants  that  Oude 
Kamphuis’s  classes  grow  are  or¬ 
ganic,  containing  no  pesticides. 

Oude  Kamphuis  grew  up  in 
Holland  and  spent  much  of  his 
young  life  on  his  parent’s  farm. 
After  working  with  vegetables  in 
his  youth,  he  decided  to  follow 
his  brother  into  trade  school, 
where  he  earned  a  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  in  landscaping. 

Project  Insight  has  goals  for 
the  coming  spring. 

Oude  Kamphuis  plans  to  send 
a  group  of  10  kids  to  Europe. 
The  trip  will  be  largely  financed 
by  private  donations  and  grants 


from  outside  sources.  One  way 
the  group  is  raising  money  is  by 
selling  vegetables.  Project 
Insight  plans  a  fundraising  din¬ 
ner,  where  it  will  serve  organic 
food  grown  by  the  classes  in 
Golden  Gate  Park. 

Project  Insight  also  sends 
groups  to  Yosemite. 

Registration  for  classes  can 
be  done  online  by  visiting  the 
Web  site  at  sfreconline.org  and 
creating  a  family  account. 

The  Project  Insight  flyer  is 
available  online  in  a  PDF  format 
or  an  individual  can  contact 
RPD  offices  for  more  informa¬ 
tion  at  (415)  83L2700  or  at  its 
Web  site  at  parks.sfgov.org. 


Moving  &  Packaging  Supplies 


Finishing  &  Printing  Services 


5758  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd  Ave.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
Mon-  Fri  8:30am-  6:30pm 
Sat  9am-  5pm,  Sun  closed 

©2003  United  Parcel  Service  of  America,  Inc. 


Tel:  (415)750-3738 
Fax:  (415)750-  1819 
store5402@theupsstore.com 


ATHOS  FENCING  CLUB 

3201  Balboa  St,  (at  33rd  Avenue) 

Mondays  &  Wednesdays:  5:30  p.m. 

Please  Call  255-4405  for  more  information. 

Jazzercise.com 


Shipping  Services 
Packaging  Services 


Mailbox  &  Postal  Services 


Copying  Services 
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Lincoln  Way 


The  Segway  tours  in  Golden  Gate  Park  cover  most  of  the  cultural  facilities  in  the  park,  including  the  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial  Museum, 
Academy  of  Sciences,  Conservatory  of  Flowers,  Prayer  Brook  Cross,  Children's  Playground,  Sharon  Art  Studio,  and  many  others. 


Drop  In! 


The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club  is  a  non-profit 
organization  serving  residents  in  the  Richmond  District. 

The  members  of  the  Park  Presidio  Lions 
Club  work  to  fulfill  our  mission  -  serving  the 
blind  and  visually  impaired  and  members  of 
our  community.  We  meet  at  the  clubhouse 
at  the  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course  for  lunch  on 
the  first  Wednesday.  Join  us  to  see  if  our 
service  organization  is  right  for  you. 

For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 


Need  Expert  Professional 

Real  Estate  Services? 


Call  John  Lee  today  ^  rnoi 

for  a  free  consultation:  (415)  44  /-Oa31 


As  your  Trusted  Advisor 

I  will  listen  carefully  to  all  your  real  estate  needs  and  desires, 
and  share  with  you  my  experience,  perspective,  and  expertise. 


As  your  Skilled  Negotiator 

I  will  help  you  explore  all  options.  I  will  respect  your 
confidentiality.  I  will  steadfastly  represent  your  best  interests. 

As  your  Expert  Facilitator 

I  will  assemble,  coordinate,  and  assist  your  team  of  service 
providers.  I  will  lead  your  transaction  to  a  successful  close. 


Smart.  Empathic. 
Experienced.  Dedicated. 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


GMAC  Real  Estate 


Serving  as  your  local  newspaper  columnist  for  the  past  15  years! 


Segway  tours  debut  in  GG  Park 


Courtesy  photo 


A  tour  group  riding  Segways  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 


Continued  from  page  1 

park. 

Nevertheless,  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Commission 
voted  unanimously  to  authorize  a 
six-month  pilot  program  in 
December  2007,  allowing 
Segway  Tours  of  San  Francisco 
to  operate  a  two-and-a-half-hour 
tour  of  the  park  on  Fridays, 
Saturdays  and  Sundays. 

“This  will  allow  us  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  if  people  like  them 
or  not,”  said  spokesperson  Rose 
Dennis  from  the  SF  Recreation 
and  Park  Department. 

According  to  Segway  of  San 
Francisco  co-owner  Jim 
Fleldberg,  the  company  will  op¬ 
erate  tours  under  the  6-month  tri¬ 
al  permit  with  hopes  of  making  it 
a  permanent  operation  in  Golden 
Gate  Park. 

Despite  the  five-year-old 
Segway  ban  on  sidewalks,  San 
Francisco  Electric  Tour 
Company  has  been  operating 
Segway  tours  on  routes  through 
Fisherman’s  Wharf,  the  Marina. 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  and  even 
into  Russian  Hill. 


Heldberg  and  partner  Joe 
Trimble  have  been  offering 
Segway  tours  through  their  com¬ 


pany,  Segway  of  San  Francisco, 
along  the  Pacifica  Coast  at  loca¬ 
tions  such  as  Rockaway  Beach 
and  Linda  Mar  Beach  since 
2006. 

But  Heldberg  sees  the  Golden 
Gate  Park  tour  location  as  a  ma¬ 
jor  opportunity. 

“We  expect  to  do  more  tours 
here  than  we  do  down  there,” 
said  Heldberg,  of  the  new  Golden 
Gate  Park  tour. 

Covering  mostly  the  east  side 
of  Golden  Gate  Park,  the  Segway 
tour  costs  $90  per  person. 
Training  and  helmets  are  provid¬ 
ed  with  the  tour  and  riders  are  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  tour  guide.  The 
tours  are  limited  to  groups  of 
eight  riders  to  one  tour  guide. 
Larger  groups  will  be  accommo¬ 
dated  with  additional  tour  guides. 

The  Golden  Gate  Park  tour 
route  includes  stops  at  the 
Conservatory  of  Flowers  and  at 
the  top  of  Strawberry  Hill  in 
Stow  Lake.  Tour  guides  give  de¬ 
tailed  information  about  various 
landmarks,  statutes,  park  foliage 
and  historical  sites. 

According  to  Heldberg,  if  the 
six-month  trial  proves  successful, 
additional  Segway  tour  routes 
along  the  west  side  of  the  Golden 
Gate  Park  and  Ocean  Beach  will 
be  added. 

Continued  on  page  12 
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San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper  Association 


We’ve  Got 
You 

Covered! 


Bernal  Journal 
Castro  Courier 
Central  City 
El  Tecolote 
Haight  Ashbury  Beat 
Marina  Times 
New  Fillmore 
North  Beach  Aquarium 
Mission  Dispatch 
Noe  Valley  Voice 
Potrero  View 
Richmond  Review 
SF  Bayview 
SF  Downtown 
Sunset  Beacon 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  Observer 
Western  Edition 


The  San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper 
Association  is  composed  of  18  local  publications, 
with  a  total  circulation  of  more  than  300,000. 

Pick  and  choose  the  neighborhoods  you  want  to 
reach.  For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 
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Creating  a  blizzard 


Photos:  Paul  Kozakiewicz 


Fifteenth  Avenue  in  the 
Sunset  District  was 
turned  into  a  winter 
wonderland  Jan.  20  as 
more  than  10  tons  of  ice 
was  turned  into  a  snow 
blizzard.  Neighbors  con¬ 
tributed  to  pay  for  the 
$2,000  treat,  which  was 
organized  by  local  resi¬ 
dent  Debbie  Cournale,  a 
Massachusetts  transplant 
who  wanted  her  children 
to  enjoy  the  thrill  of 
playing  in  the  snow. 


^  Make 
learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  Flash  Cards 


frown  efToctive  for  learning 
Kisic  skills'  T  HEM)  has  P  lilies 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  a  no  fractions. 
Sell -checking,  quick-sorting 
cards.  Fun  activities 
included  for 
individual  and 


group  practice 


shoes 


shoe* 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


vjveNPre 


std'O' 


cate 


core 


Assembly 


Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma 

Improving  students'  lives 


The  number  one  complaint 
that  I  have  heard  from  neighbors 
in  the  1 2th  Assembly  District 
concerns  the  prevalence  of  graffi¬ 
ti  on  our  schools,  businesses, 
public  property,  and  sometimes 
even  our  homes.  Graffiti  is  an  all 
too  common  crime  that  damages 
private  property  and  threatens  the 
beauty  of  our  neighborhoods. 

The  city  of  San  Francisco 
spends  more  than  $2  million  per 
year  to  clean  up  graffiti.  This  is 
money  that  could  be  used  for 
other  more  important  things,  like 
improving  police  and  fire  ser¬ 
vices,  healthcare  programs  or  our 
parks. 

Due  to  the  amount  of  blight 
that  graffiti  creates  in  our  neigh¬ 
borhoods  -  action  must  be  taken. 
This  is  why,  together  with  Sen. 
Leland  Yee,  I  have  introduced 
legislation  to  ensure  that  those 
who  commit  this  act  of  vandal¬ 
ism  actually  have  to  perform 
community  service.  The  legisla¬ 
tion,  Assembly  Bill  1767,  adds 
an  act  of  vandalism  by  graffiti  to 
the  list  of  misdemeanors  that  an 
offender  would  not  be  able  to  en¬ 
gage  in  a  civil  compromise. 

This  means  that  a  tagger  can 
no  longer  get  off  scot-free  with¬ 
out  having  to  face  a  judge  or  per¬ 
form  any  community  service. 
What  happens  now  is  that  many 
taggers  settle  the  case  outside  of 
court  by  agreeing  to  pay  the 
property  owner  for  the  costs  of 
removing  the  graffiti.  A  civil 
compromise  allows  the  tagger  to 
escape  a  misdemeanor  vandalism 
charge  and  does  little  to  punish 
or  deter  an  individual  from  com¬ 
mitting  a  future  act  of  graffiti 
vandalism. 

I  am  proud  to  announce  that 
Yee  and  I  are  working  together, 
which  will  help  ensure  the  bill’s 


success  when  it  moves  to  the 
Senate. 

Other  graffiti  tips  -  The  city’s 
3-1-1  Customer  Service  Center 
acts  as  a  clearing  house  to  report 
all  graffiti.  I  encourage  all  of  you 
to  use  this  service  to  report  graf¬ 
fiti  in  your  neighborhood  so  it 
can  get  cleaned  up. 

The  city’s  Department  of 
Public  Works  also  administers 
Graffiti  Watch,  a  citywide  volun¬ 
teer  effort  to  prevent  and  remove 
graffiti  from  public  property, 
such  as  utility  and  light  poles, 


mailboxes,  traffic  signal  boxes, 
trash  receptacles  and  other  street 
furniture  that  taggers  deface. 

This  new  program  empowers 
citizens  to  take  ownership  of 
their  neighborhood  by  painting 
out  graffiti  in  a  heavily  tagged 
four-block  area.  DPW  supplies 
the  training  and  the  tools  and  the 
volunteer  takes  charge  from 
there.  For  more  information,  call 
3 1 1  or  e-mail 
28clean@sfdpw.org. 

Cal  Grants  -  California’s  Cal 
Grant  program  offers  graduating 
seniors  and  recent  graduates  up 
to  $9,700  a  year  in  free  money 
for  college  expenses,  at  both  pri¬ 
vate  and  public  colleges.  For 
more  information,  contact  the  SF 
College  Access  Center  at  (415) 
202-7944.  The  Cal  Grant  appli¬ 
cation  deadline  is  March  2. 

Assemblywoman  Fiona  Ma  is 
the  majority  whip  at  the 
California  Assembly. 


Mario's 

Steak  and  Chop  House 


Lunch  Specials 
Starting  at 
$6.95 


I  |  1 


Large  Selection  of  Wines 
Family  Friendly 
Private  Parties  OK 

n:  Lunch  -  11:30-3  Mon.  -  Thurs. 

Dinner  -  5-9:30  Every  Day 

2512  Clement  •  (415)  221-8700 


PRESIDIO  CAFE 

Presidio  Golf  Course  &  Clubhouse 

Casual  Dining  with  an  Eclectic  Flair! 

Bridal  Fair 

Reception  and  floral  previews:  Feb.  7, 5:30-8:00 
Cake,  appetizer  &  wine  tasting  •  Event  consulting  &  prizes! 

Valentine’s  Day 

Feb.  14  -  Reservations  from  6:00-8:00 
Beautiful  4-course  dinner  -  $45/person;  $15/person  optional  wine  pairings 

Sunday  Supper 

Feb.10  &  24  -  Served  family  style  from  5:00-7:00 
Explore  our  wine  list  with  bottles  50%  off 
$20  for  adults;  $12  for  12  and  under  (under  3  free) 

Pub  Quiz 

Feb.  13  at  7:00  •  Ready  to  test  your  knowledge  of  random  trivia?  Bring  some 
friends,  enjoy  an  evening  of  fun  -  $2  per  person  entry  fee 

Making  Wine,  from  Vine  to  Glass 

Wine  making  seminar  -  Feb.  21, 6:00-8:00,  reservations  required  -  $25pp 

300  Finley  Road  @  Arguello  Gate 
■  (41 5)  561  -4661 ,  ext.  209  ■ 


0PEN 

&  ^  LATE* 

Bi\ 


LATE! 

11  a.m.  to 
3  a.m.  daily 


FREE 

_ =  ^  DELIVERY 

Pizza  •  Appetizers  •  Sandwiches 
Fresh  Fish  and  Meat  Dishes 
Pasta  •  Desserts 

j  Pizza  Slice  Deal  J 

Buy  1  Slice,  Get  One  Free! 

Expires  2/29/08 


4724  Geary  Blvd.  (at  11th  Ave.) 
CALL  FOR  DELIVERY  at  (415)  752-8800 
or  toll-free  at  (888)  777-4992 
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Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

2008  real  estate  outlook 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  January* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square  Ft. 

Price 

786  33rd  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,050 

$750,000 

2031  Anza  St. 

3 

1.00 

1,740 

1,020.000 

135  15th  Ave. 

4 

3.00 

2,799 

2,300,000 

46  West  Clay  St. 

4 

3.00 

3,725 

3,050,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 


What  a  tumultuous  early  start 
we  have  had  in  the  financial  mar¬ 
kets  these  first  three  weeks  in 
January!  We  have  seen  all  the 
major  stock  indexes  drop  be¬ 
tween  8  and  12  percent  in  2008 
already,  and  14  to  18  percent 
from  the  peak  in  October  of 
2007.  That  drop  has  wiped  out  all 
the  gains  from  2007  and  more! 

Because  the  stock  market  is  a 
leading  indicator  of  the  economy, 
most  economists  are  predicting 
that  the  chance  for  a  recession  is 
very  high.  And  some  are  even 
thinking  that  we  are  already  in 
one.  The  Federal  Reserve  banks 
have  moved  aggressively  in  cut¬ 
ting  the  Fed  Funds  rate  a  full 
three-quarters  of  a  percent  even 
before  its  regular  meeting  to  sig¬ 
nal  they  are  serious  about  making 
sure  our  economy  does  not  tank. 

With  the  upcoming  presiden¬ 
tial  election,  politicians  are  doing 


their  best  to  insure  that  our  econ¬ 
omy  will  be  doing  well  going 
into  November.  Otherwise,  the 
cries  of  “It’s  the  economy, 
stupid!”  will  be  heard  all  over 
again. 

Mortgage  interest  rates  also 
have  been  dropping  to  a  point 
where  a  borrower  can  obtain  a 
1 5-year  fixed  conforming  loan 
(amounts  under  $417,000)  at  5 
percent  or  a  30-year-fixed  rate  at 
5.25  percent,  the  lowest  we  have 
seen  in  the  last  four  to  five  years. 

What  caused  the  decrease? 
The  interest  rate  is  determined  by 
the  supply  and  demand  of  mon¬ 
ey.  When  the  supply  is  high  and 
demand  is  low,  the  interest  rate 
drops. 

Part  of  the  reason  is  that 
banks,  because  of  the  subprime 
mortgage  fiasco,  tightened  up  on 
their  underwriting  guidelines  and 
are  not  making  as  many  loans. 


Then,  when  the  real  estate  mar¬ 
ket  slowed  down,  resulting  in 
fewer  loans  and  less  demand  for 
money.  Both  factors  point  to  a 
lowering  of  interest  rates. 

So  how  do  all  these  factors  af¬ 
fect  the  real  estate  market  in  the 
future?  There  are  varying  opin¬ 
ions  on  what  this  means  in  the 
world  of  real  estate. 

Judging  from  the  San 
Francisco  real  estate  market  and 
talking  to  people  the  first  three 
weeks  of  January,  I  believe  that 
our  market  will  be  fine.  We  do 
not  have  much  real  estate  inven¬ 
tory,  and  so  listings  are  selling 
quite  briskly. 

With  the  correction  in  the 
stock  market,  people  who  have 
lost  money  are  rethinking  their 
investment  strategy.  There  will 
be  individuals  who  will  make  the 
decision  that  the  stock  market  is 
too  risky,  and  that  money  will  ro¬ 
tate  out  of  the  financial  markets 
and  into  real  estate.  In  the  Bay 
Area,  statistics  indicate  that  in 
any  given  10-year  period,  real  es¬ 
tate  prices  have  always  gone  up. 

With  lower  interest  rates,  pay¬ 
ments  will  be  lower,  housing  will 
be  more  affordable  and  more 
buyers  can  afford  to  purchase 
again,  resulting  in  a  better  real 
estate  market.  Also,  it  looks  like 
the  conforming  loan  limit  will  be 
raised  this  year  to  the  $600,000 
to  $700,000  range.  This  will  have 
a  large  effect  on  the  refinance 
and  purchase  markets 

Mortgage  brokers  and  title 
companies  who  were  hurting  at 
the  end  of  the  year  are  all  of  a 
sudden  receiving  more  incoming 
business.  When  people  refinance, 
many  usually  take  cash  out  at  the 
same  time.  They  think  that  since 
they  are  getting  a  better  interest 
rate,  they  can  continue  to  make 
the  same  mortgage  payments  as 
before  and  have  some  more  mon¬ 


ey  to  spend.  They  put  that  money 
back  into  the  economy,  stimulat¬ 
ing  growth  and  helping  pull  us 
out  of  a  possible  recession. 

So  what  do  you  do  if  you  are 
in  the  market? 

If  you  are  a  buyer,  continue  to 
look  for  opportunities  as  invento¬ 
ry  is  about  to  increase.  Get  quali¬ 
fied  for  a  loan  and  be  ready  to  act 
quickly  and  decisively  because 
good  properties  are  still  selling 
extremely  well. 

If  you  are  a  seller,  study  the 
market  by  reviewing  comparable 
sales,  go  around  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  preview  competitive 
homes  for  sale,  and  price  your 

Segway  tours 

Continued  from  page  10 

As  authorized  dealers  for 
Segway  Personal  Transporters, 
which  retail  for  more  than 
$5,000,  Heldberg  felt  that  the 
Segway  is  more  than  just  a  “nov¬ 
elty.”  He  expects  to  see  more  and 
more  people  owning  them  as  the 
technology  advances  and  popu¬ 
larity  grows. 

The  Segway  was  invented  by 
Dean  Kamen.  It  was  first  un¬ 
veiled  in  December  2001  and  has 
since  grown  in  popularity,  espe¬ 
cially  with  law  enforcement 
agencies. 

The  name  “Segway”  is  a  ho¬ 
mophone  of  “segue,”  meaning  a 


property  aggressively. 

If  you  are  a  homeowner  and 
staying  put,  check  your  current 
interest  rate  and  watch  the  rates 
to  see  if  it  makes  economic  sense 
for  you  to  refinance  your  home  at 
a  lower  rate.  If  you  have  an  ad¬ 
justable  mortgage,  now  might  be 
the  time  to  switch  over  to  a  fixed 
rate  mortgage. 

John  M.  Lee  was  recently 
elected  president  of  the  Chinese 
Real  Estate  Association  of 
America.  For  questions  about 
real  estate,  call  him  at  (415) 
447-6231  ore-mail 
johnlee  @  isellsf  com. 

in  GG  Park 

smooth  transition,  literally  Italian 
for  “follows.”  Segway  riders  of¬ 
ten  refer  to  the  riding  experience 
as  “gliding.” 

The  Segway  can  travel  an  es¬ 
timated  24  miles  on  a  single  bat¬ 
tery  charge,  depending  on  terrain, 
payload  and  riding  style.  It  can 
reach  a  top  speed  of  about  12.5 
m.p.h.  It  is  considered  eco- 
friendly  because  it  creates  “zero- 
emissions.” 

For  more  information  about 
Segway  of  San  Francisco 's 
Golden  Gate  Park  Tour,  call 
(877)  U-Segway  or  visit  the  Web 
site  at  www.SegwayofSF.com. 


p  - 

Type  &  Graphics 

SIGNS*  BANNERS 

PRINT  •  MOUNT  •  LAMINATE 
MAGNETICS*  VEHICLE  LETTERING 

3216  GEARY  BLVD.  751-3666 


CffElSt 

5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11 :30am  -  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


,4,5)  38M777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  3/15/2008 


*5 fete  ,4,5)38M777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  2/15/2008 


Kikro  <4,5)386'2777 

A  Tray  $21 .95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/15/2008 


Lififo  14151 386-2777 

Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/15/2008 


(All  Cooked) 
with  coupon 

$22.95 


Mix  Tray  $M 

with  coupon 


Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/15/2008 


Call  in  advance  .  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  NOt  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  3/15/2008 


Happy  Tray  $^K( 

(48p  California  Roll) 


with  coupon 

$21.95 


Combo 

tXiitc  (415,3S6-2777 

Mix  Tray  $25.95  with  coupon 


<415)386-2777 

Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 
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Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 

This  photograph  of  the  original  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial  Museum  in  Golden  Gate  Park  was  taken  about  1900.  The  museum  was  built 
for  the  1894  Midwinter  Fair.  Visible  is  the  original  tunnel  that  carried  pedestrians  under  Tea  Garden  Drive. 


■ - — - 

Grand  opulence 


The 

RICHMOND  REVIEW 

Featuring: 

is 

•  The  latest  issues  of  the 
Richmond  Review  and 

ONLINE! 

The  Richmond  Review  is  also  available  at: 

Sunset  Beacon  newspapers 

•  Political  Action  Center 

with  e-mail  links  to 
elected  representatives 

•  Merchant’s  Directory 

Anza  Branch  Library 

•  Links  to  neighborhood 

Richmond/Sen.  Milton  Marks  Branch  Library  -  Closed 
Presidio  Branch  Library 

organizations 

RACK:  Clement/8th  Avenue 

RACK:  Laurel  Village  Shopping  Center  (Peet’s) 

•  Archives  of  back  issues 

RACK:  Balboa  Street/37th  Avenue 

•  Advertising  information 

RACK:  V.A.  Medical  Center,  Clement/42nd  Avenue 

www.sfrichmondreview.com 

Serving  the  Richmond  District  since  1988 
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We  Want  You! 


THE  UCSF PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY 
RESEARCH  LABORATORY 
Needs  Paid  Volunteer  Research  Subjects 

To  participate  in  an  experiment  examining  the  safety 
of  an  experimental  drug  called  lobeline. 

You  MAY  be  eligible  if  you  are: 

•  Between  18-45  years  old; 

•  In  good  physical  and  mental  health; 

•  Have  no  history  of  drug  or  alcohol  addiction; 

•  Have  recent  methamphetamine  experience. 

This  study  involves  living  full  time  on  a  UCSF  re¬ 
search  ward  for  eleven  successive  days  and  nights. 
This  study  will  require  frequent  blood  draws.  This  is 
NOT  a  treatment  program. 

To  determine  eligibility,  please  call: 

415-476-7471  for  more  information  (9  am-4  pm), 
or  415-476-7498  to  leave  a  message  (24  hours) 

UCsf 

Unfwauty  off  California 
San  Francisco 


ZEPHYR 


TOP  PRODUCER  2007 


Julie  Reber  is  proud  to  announce 
that  she  was  named: 

TOP  PRODUCER  2007  at  Zephyr  Real  Estate 
THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  BUSINESS  SAN  FRANCISCO! 


Find  me  at  the  YMCA,  Angelina's,  Pizzetta  21 1 
or  any  of  our  wonderful  Richmond  stops.  I'm  raising 
my  family  here  and  I  believe  in  San  Francisco. 
Your  realtor,  your  neighbor  and 
your  trusted  market  expert. 


Julie  Reber 

Real  Estate  Professional 
www.juliereber.com 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CALIFORNIA  DELIVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  San  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


February  Calendar 


1-10 

20th  Annual  Russian  Festival: 

Enjoy  and  celebrate  traditional 
Russian  culture  through  food, 
dance,  music  and  art,  Russian 
Center  of  San  Francisco,  2450 
Sutter  St.,  Friday,  Feb.  1,  from 
5:30  p.m.  to  1  a.m.,  Saturday, 
Feb.  2  from  11  a.m.  to  10  p.m., 
and  Sunday,  Feb.  3,  from  1 1  a.m. 
to  7:15  p.m.,  $10  adults,  $6  se¬ 
niors  and  students,  free  for  chil¬ 
dren  12  and  younger.  For  more 
information,  call  921-7631. 

Winter  Violin  Recital:  The 

Suzuki  Talent  Education 
Program  will  perform  music  by 
Bach  and  Vivaldi,  Nave  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church,  4620 
California  St.,  Saturday,  Feb.  2, 
4:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  412-6723. 

Vocal  Performance:  Singer 
Frances  England  will  perform  for 
a  limited  audience  of  children 
ages  3  to  5  and  their  families. 
Sunset  Branch  Library,  1305 
18th  Ave.,  Thursday,  Feb.  7, 
10:30  a.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  make  a  reservation, 
which  is  recommended,  call  355- 
2818. 

California  Native  Plant  Society 
Meeting:  Threats  to  the  Sonoran 
and  Mojave  deserts’  wildflower 
and  plant  communities  will  be 
the  subject  of  the  society’s 
monthly  meeting,  preceded  by  a 
plant  identification  workshop. 
Golden  Gate  Park.  County  Fair 
Building,  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way,  Thursday,  Feb.  7, 
workshop  from  6  p.m.  to  7:15 
p.m.,  lecture  at  7:30  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  752- 
7031. 

Valentine’s  Day  Concert:  The 
St.  James  Community  Learning 
Center  Concert  Series  presents 
“Music  of  the  Heart,”  featuring 
soprano  arias  from  opera  and 
musical  stage,  French  love  songs, 
tango,  and  Beethoven’s  Sonata 
#7  in  C  Minor,  the  Nave  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church,  4620 
California  St„  Sunday,  Feb.  10,  5 
p.m.,  $10  suggested  donation. 

For  more  information,  call  412- 
6723. 

Rose  Society  Meeting: 

Annabella  DeMattei  will  discuss 
the  creation  of  the  Rose  Chakra 
Essences  and  Rosolio  d'Amore, 
SF  County  Fair  Building,  Golden 
Gate  Park,  Lincoln  Way  and 
Ninth  Avenue,  Sunday,  Feb.  10, 

1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  387-1910. 

11-17 

Irish  Slang  Origins:  College 
Professor  Daniel  Cassidy  dis¬ 
cusses  his  book  “How  the  Irish 
Invented  Slang:  the  Secret 
Language  of  the  Crossroads,” 
which  was  recently  awarded  the 
2007  American  Book  Award  for 
nonfiction,  Sunset  Branch 
Library,  1305  18th  Ave., 

Monday,  Feb.  11,  7  to  8  p.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
557-4277. 

Harp  Performance:  Destiny 
Muhammad,  “Harpist  from  the 
Hood,”  will  play  music  appealing 
to  both  adults  and  children  at  this 
family  night  event,  Parkside 
Branch  Library,  1200  Taraval  St., 


Wednesday,  Feb.  13,  7  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

Square  Dancing:  The  Bachelors 
“N”  Bachelorettes  Square  Dance 
Club  is  holding  a  beginners 
square  dance  night  on  Fridays, 
starting  Feb.  15,  Christ  Church 
Lutheran,  20th  Avenue  and 
Quintara  Street,  7:30  -  8:45  p.m., 
first  two  sessions  free,  $4  there¬ 
after.  For  more  information,  call 
566-4791. 

18-24 

History  of  Jazz:  Saxophonist  M. 
B.  Hanif  provides  a  brief  history 
of  jazz  through  words  and  music, 
Parkside  Branch  Library,  1200 
Taraval  St.,  Wednesday,  Feb.  20, 
7  to  8:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4277. 

Teen  Henna  Workshop:  Teens 
ages  11  to  18  are  invited  to  learn 
about  the  ancient  art  of  mehndi 
design  and  have  a  local  artist  ap¬ 
ply  safe,  natural  henna  on  them 
as  time  permits,  participants  un¬ 
der  18  years  must  have  a  signed 
parent/guardian  permission  form 
returned  prior  to  the  workshop. 
Presidio  Branch  Library,  3150 
Sacramento  St.,  Thursday,  Feb. 
21,  4  to  6  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  or  to  request  a  permis¬ 
sion  form  and  reserve  a  space, 
call  557-4277. 

Health  and  Wellness  Lecture: 

Learn  more  about  the  new  health 
insurance  plan  called  Healthy 
San  Francisco  and,  if  you  qualify 
for  coverage,  learn  how  to  access 
various  free  or  low  cost  holistic 
health  resources  in  the  Bay  Area. 
The  School  for  Self-Healing, 

2218  48th  Ave.,  Thursday,  Feb. 
21,  7:15  to  8:45  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  665-9574. 

Natural  History  Lecture:  An 

evening  lecture  and  slide  presen¬ 
tation  about  the  Panama  Pacific 
Exposition  of  1915  will  explore 
the  history  of  the  Palace  of  Fine 
Arts  and  the  wild  birds  that  live 
in  and  around  the  palace  today, 
Randall  Museum,  199  Museum 
Way,  Thursday,  Feb.  21,  7:30 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  554-9600. 

Teen  Henna  Workshop:  Teens 
ages  11  to  1 8  are  invited  to  learn 
about  the  ancient  art  of  mehndi 
design  and  have  a  local  artist  ap¬ 
ply  safe,  natural  henna  on  them 
as  time  permits,  participants  un¬ 
der  18  years  must  have  a  signed 
parent/guardian  permission  form 
returned  prior  to  the  workshop, 
Anza  Branch  Library,  550  37th 
Ave.,  Friday,  Feb.  22,  3:45  to 
5:45  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  request  a  permission 
form  and  reserve  a  space,  call 
557-4277. 

Fear  of  Flying  Clinic:  The  pub¬ 
lic  can  conquer  its  fear  of  flying 
through  aviation  education  and 
behavioral  modification  in  a 
workshop  provided  by  the  non¬ 
profit  public  service  program. 

Fear  of  Flying  Clinic,  SF 
International  Airport,  Saturday, 
Feb.  23,  and  Sunday,  Feb.  24,  9 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  and  Saturday, 
March  1 ,  and  Sunday,  March  2, 
ending  with  an  optional  flight, 
$545  plus  the  cost  of  the  optional 
flight.  For  more  information,  call 
(650)  341-1595. 


of  Events 

Chinese  New  Year  Treasure 
Hunt:  Celebrate  the  Year  of  the 
Rat  and  see  the  City  in  a  new 
way  by  participating  in  a  game  of 
urban  exploration  by  solving 
clues  in  the  northeastern  neigh¬ 
borhoods  of  San  Francisco,  the 
hunt  begins  rain  or  shine  at  Justin 
Herman  Plaza,  Market  Street  at 
the  Embarcadero,  Saturday,  Feb. 
23,  check-in  at  3:30  p.m.,  hunt 
from  4:30  p.m.  to  9  p.m.,  $30  to 
$35  per  person  for  advance  tick¬ 
ets  online,  $40  on  hunt  day  at  the 
plaza,  $10  for  youths  under  18. 
For  more  information,  call  564- 
9400. 

Concert  Event:  San  Francisco 
Renaissance  Voices  with  guest 
artist  Scott  Shubeck  performs 
Clement  Janequin’s  “La  Guerre,” 
Orlando  di  Lasso’s  “Missa  super 
mon  coeur  se  recommande  a 
vous,”  and  music  by  Passereau, 
Bonhomme,  Buus  and  others. 
Seventh  Avenue  Performances, 
1329  Seventh  Ave.,  Saturday, 

Feb.  23,  7:30  p.m.,  $15  general 
admission,  $12  students  and  se¬ 
niors.  For  more  information,  call 
664-2543. 

Maritime  Program  for 
African-American  History 
Month:  Screen  a  video  and  learn 
stories  about  maritime  routes  of 
the  Underground  Railroad  in 
which  slaves  escaped  by  ship  to 
freedom,  San  Francisco  Maritime 
National  Historical  Park,  Visitor 
Center  Theater,  499  Jefferson  St., 
Sunday,  Feb.  24,  2  to  2:45  p.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
447-5000. 

25-29 

Vocal  Master  Class:  Vocal  de¬ 
partment  students  are  coached  on 
vocal  masterpieces  at  the  San 
Francisco  Conservatory  of  Music 
Concert  Hall,  50  Oak  St., 
Wednesday,  Feb.  27,  7:30  p.m., 
$15  to  $20.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  503-6275. 

Clown  Show:  Penney  the  Clown 
entertains  youths  aged  3  to  5. 
Sunset  Branch  Library,  1305 
18th  Ave.,  Thursday,  Feb.  28, 
10:30  a.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  557-4277. 
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Congress 


Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 

Funding  our  nation's  vets 


Richmond  roundup 


This  year,  our  Bay  Area  veterans  and 
veterans  across  the  country  will  finally  re¬ 
ceive  the  resources  and  benefits  that  they 
have  earned  and  that  they  deserve. 

The  release  of  $3.7  billion  more  than 
the  president’s  budget  request  -  approved 
by  Congress  in  December  and  signed  by 
President  George  Bush  in  January  -  pro¬ 
vides  the  largest  single  funding  increase  in 
the  77-year  history  of  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs. 

With  the  release  of  the  funds,  the  “new 
direction  Congress”  has  provided  an  extra 
$6.7  billion  over  the  last  year  to  meet  the 
various  needs  of  our  nation’s  veterans.  The 
increased  funding  will  strengthen  quality 
health  care  for  5.8  million  patients,  includ¬ 
ing  about  263,000  Iraq  and  Afghanistan 
veterans. 

The  funds  will  be  used  for  much-needed 
maintenance  for  VA  health  care  facilities 
and  treatment  for  Post-Traumatic  Stress 
Disorder  (PTSD)  and  Traumatic  Brain 
Injury  for  returning  veterans.  Here  in  San 
Francisco,  the  Northern  California  Institute 
for  Research  and  Education  at  the  San 
Francisco  Veterans  Hospital  will  receive 
$4  million  to  support  groundbreaking  re¬ 
search  on  PTSD  and  other  injuries  that  oc¬ 
cur  on  the  battlefield. 

Additional  funding  is  essential  for  the 
substantial  population  of  veterans  who  re¬ 
ceive  VA  health  care  and  are  struggling  to 
get  into  the  middle  class,  with  a  median 
annual  income  of  $23,000.  In  2007,  the 
San  Francisco  VA  Medical  Center  alone 
served  47,765  patients.  This  included 
381,872  outpatient  visits  and  5,497  inpa¬ 
tient  visits. 

Nationwide,  some  of  the  funds  will  help 
reduce  the  backlog  of  veterans’  claims 


(currently  more 
than  400,000) 
waiting  for  their 
earned  benefits  by 
adding  1,800 
claims  proces¬ 
sors.  The  addi¬ 
tional  funds  will 
also  be  used  to¬ 
ward  travel  reim¬ 
bursement  for 
veterans  who  need  to  travel  long  distances 
for  care. 

This  historic  increase  garnered 
widespread  support  from  America’s  lead¬ 
ing  veterans’  organizations,  including  the 
American  Legion,  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  Military  Officers  Association  of 
America,  Paralyzed  Veterans  of  America, 
Am  Vets,  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  Veterans  of 
America,  National  Association  for 
Uniformed  Services  and  Disabled 
American  Veterans. 

Overall,  this  increase  in  funding  for  our 
veterans  builds  on  the  first  steps  taken  by 
Congress  at  the  beginning  of  2007  —  in¬ 
creasing  veterans’  health  care  and  benefits 
by  $5.2  billion  for  improved  care  and 
shorter  waiting  lines  for  veterans  waiting 
up  to  177  days  to  receive  their  earned  ben¬ 
efits. 

With  this  historic  veterans  funding,  the 
“new  direction  Congress”  is  fulfilling  a 
critical  need  for  our  nation’s  veterans.  I  am 
glad  that  the  Bush  administration  finally 
agreed  to  provide  funds  for  our  veterans, 
after  dismissing  the  $3.7  billion  that  the 
Democratic-led  Congress  added  to  the 
president’s  request  for  2008. 

After  years  of  neglect  in  Washington  at 
a  time  of  war.  Congress  will  ensure  that 
our  local  veterans  and  our  veterans  around 
the  country  will  have  the  resources  and 
benefits  they  deserve.  On  the  battlefield, 
the  military  pledges  to  leave  no  soldier  be¬ 
hind.  And  with  this  national  investment, 
we  fulfill  our  pledge  that  when  they  return 
home,  we  leave  no  veteran  behind. 

Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi  is  the 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


New  Director  at  YMCA 

A  new  director.  Tiffany  Patterson,  has 
been  named  to  lead  the  Richmond  District 
YMCA.  Patterson  formerly  worked  at  the 
Embarcadero  and  Marin  YMCAs. 

“I  look  forward  to  becoming  an  integral 
part  of  the  Richmond  District  neighbor¬ 
hood,”  she  said. 

Patterson  hopes  to  develop  new  pro¬ 
grams  and  strengthen  community  partner¬ 
ships. 

Time  Capsule  to  be  Buried  at  Library 

Items  are  being  assembled  for  a  time 
capsule  to  be  buried  at  the  Richmond/Sen. 
Milton  Marks  Branch  Library  on  18th 
Avenue.  The  library  is  currently  undergo¬ 
ing  a  massive  renovation  project. 

The  capsule  will  include  pictures  of  the 
neighborhood,  various  newspapers,  a  list 
of  Geary  Boulevard  and  Clement  Street 


businesses,  and  other  items. 

Center  launches  Kids-Only  Clubs 

Parents  with  children  in  the  second  or 
third  grade  are  invited  to  drop  off  their 
children  for  hands-on  activities  and  dis¬ 
covery  at  an  environmental  club  in  the 
Presidio,  called  “Animal  Adventures.”  The 
agenda  calls  for  nature  enthusiasts  to  ex¬ 
plore  and  track  down  the  critters  that  call 
the  Presidio  home;  examine  skulls,  pelts 
and  tracks  in  the  Urban  Ecology  Lab;  and 
design  origami  mobiles  and  marble  mazes. 

The  sessions  will  be  held  at  Crissy 
Field  Center,  located  at  603  Mason  St.  (at 
Halleck  Street).  They  will  be  held  on 
Saturdays,  Feb.  2,  9,  22  and  March  1 ,  from 
9:30  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  The  cost  is  $145. 

For  more  information  or  to  pre-register 
(required),  call  561-7752  or  visit 
www.crissyfield.org. 


Weight  Loss ™ 

The  Premier  Women's  Health  Club 

www.LibertyFitness.com 


•  Cardio  Equipment 

•  30  Minute  Workouts 

•  Weight  Loss  Program 

•  Perfect  for  Women  of  All  Ages 

•  Affordable  Monthly  Dues 

•  Plenty  of  Free  Parking 
Tour  Club  for  details.  Some  restrictions  may  apply. 


Days  for  $10 

3725  Noriega  Street 

415-564-4734 

Between  44th  &  45th  Avenue 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


BUSINESS  FOR  SALE 

Retail  Gift  Shop:  Mission  District, 
10  years  in  business.  Asking 
$39,500,  inventory  included.  400 
square  feet.  Owner  is  taking  early 
health  retirement.  (415)  931-9846. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Deuck  Construction:  Room  addi¬ 
tions,  kitchen  and  bath  remodeling. 
References  and  pictures  are  avail¬ 
able.  17  year  track  record  in  San 
Francisco.  Call  for  free  estimate: 
(650)  557-0012.  CSLC  #769571. 

CAULKING/GROUT 

Grout,  Caulking,  Tile  and  Stone 

cleaning,  sealing,  restoration,  and 
repair.  Bathrooms,  showers,  tubs, 
kitchens,  floors,  and  stairs  renewed 
and  restored.  Granite,  slate,  terraz- 
zo,  marble  and  more.  HappyGrout, 
(41 5)  806-2746  or 
www.HappyGrout.com. 

EDITING/COA  CHING 

Novels  -  Memoirs  -  Screenplays. 

Editing  and  coaching.  Affordable, 
local,  N.Y.  and  L.A.  experience. 
First  consultation  free.  Call  (415) 
379-4857  or  e-mail 

cantaraedits@gmail.com 

FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood  Fences 

-  Morrow  Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  information,  call 
(650)  994-6892. 

HAULING/CLEANING 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning, 

basements,  backyards,  lots; 
hauls/moves  appliances,  demolition 
cleanup  (no  liquids).  31  years  haul¬ 
ing.  No  job  too  small.  The  quality 
remains  long  after  the  price  has 
been  forgotten.  Free  estimates.  Call 
Bruno  at  (415)  665-8655.  Bruno’s 


Hauling  -  www.brunoshauling.city- 
search.com. 

HELP  WANTED 

Security  Guard:  P.T./S.F.  area. 
Valid  G.C.  and  driving  license  re¬ 
quired.  Dy,  Sw  and  Gr  available. 
$1 0/hr.  Phone:  (415)  386-6300; 
Fax:  (415)  386-6327. 

KNIFE  SHARPENING 

Fine  Knife  Sharpening  Service: 

For  homes  and  restaurants.  Based 
locally  in  the  Richmond  District. 
Free  on-site  estimates.  Call  George 
at  (415)  751-3436. 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

AVAILABLE 

Richmond  Review/Sunset 
Beacon  Photographer  Philip  L. 
Gangi  is  available  to  shoot  your 
party  or  event.  Reasonable  rates. 
For  more  information,  call  (925) 
439-0917  or  e-mail 

philflash@aol.com. 

PIANO  SERVICE 

Tuning,  Repair  and  Restoration; 

regulation  and  voicing.  Frank 
French,  registered  piano  technician: 
(415)  731-8611. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Eleven  Costly  Home  Inspection 
Pitfalls:  Free  report  reveals  what 
you  need  to  know  before  you  list 
your  home  for  sale:  www.sfinspec- 
tionpitfalls.com  or  free  recorded 
message:  (800)  597-2108.  I.D. 
#3003. 

Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to  Selling  a 
Home  booklet  includes  things  to 
know,  including  the  process  of  sub¬ 
mitting  or  receiving  offers,  accept¬ 
ing  an  offer  or  closing  the  transac¬ 
tion.  Call  (415)  753-8580  and  leave 
your  name  for  delivery. 


Find  Your  Perfect  SF  Home:  See 

every  home  for  sale  in  the  City  on¬ 
line,  just  like  a  Realtor.  Complete 
MLS  listings  now  available  to  buy¬ 
ers  for  the  first  time.  Zephyr  MLS 
Direct.  Call  (415)  731-5000  for  de¬ 
tails. 

ROLFING 

Try  Rolfing  -  Improve  posture,  re¬ 
lieve  chronic  pain.  Philip  Brown, 
Certified  Rolfer,  5954  California 
Street  (at  22nd  Ave.).  For  appoint¬ 
ments,  call  (415)  750-1885  or  e- 
mail:  Rolferphilip@aol.com 

SCHOOLS 

Sensitive  Home  School  for  excep¬ 
tional  teens;  open  enrollment,  class 
size  6;  Richmond/Seacliff  area;  tra¬ 
ditional  academics,  testing,  speech, 
P.E.,  art;  special  education  services 
individualized;  monthly  fees  $1 ,200 
to  $2,000  (scholarships  available); 
CA  credentialed  staff  -  team  to¬ 
gether  25+  years.  Call  (415)  387- 
1070  and  ask  for  Mrs.  Howard. 

TRAVELERS  WANTED 

When  a  Business  or  Pleasure 

travel  involves  a*hotel  stay:  Collect 
the  toiletries  each  day,  use  what 
you  need  and  bring  the  rest  to  do¬ 
nate  to  Working  Essentials.  The 
items  are  provided  to  job  coun¬ 
selors  at  18  agencies,  then  dis¬ 
tributed  to  individuals  who  are 
homeless  and  trying  to  obtain  and 
maintain  employment.  Drop  items 
at  the  Richmond  Police  Station,  461 
Sixth  Ave.;  for  other  locations  visit 
www.workingessentials.org  or  call 
(415)  565-0201 ,  ext.  27. 

TUTORING 

Professional  Tutor  (and  former 
teacher)  K-8th  grade  -  25  years  ex¬ 
perience  -  math,  reading  compre¬ 
hension,  grammar,  spelling,  etc. 


Great  results.  Reasonable.  Lilyan: 
(415)  752-9304. 

ESL,  English,  Language  Arts 
Tutor:  Very  experienced,  very 
skilled  tutor  in  ESL,  English,  read¬ 
ing,  writing.  Teacher,  tutor  for  over 
30  years,  children  and  adults. 
Mature,  patient,  many  local  refer¬ 
ences.  Reasonable  fee.  Masters  in 
Child  Development,  Masters  in 
Teaching.  PhD  student.  Free  first 
session.  Eric  Mauer:  (415)  750- 
9264;  e-mail:  mauer101@aol.com. 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Miss  Being  with  Interesting 
People?  Too  much  Oprah?  Here’s 
the  answer:  If  you’re  55+,  call 
RSVP  to  find  meaningful  volunteer 
opportunities.  (415)  731-3335  or 
bmarre  @  ncphs.org. 

Peer  Counseling  Training  for 
Seniors:  Senior  Peer  Counseling 
program  seeks  volunteers  55  and 
older  to  provide  support  to  peers 
having  difficulty  coping  with  life’s 
challenges.  Training  given.  Family 
Service  Agency,  Judy  Gustin  (415) 
386-6600,  ext.  218. 

Volunteer  Drivers  Needed:  The 

American  Cancer  Society  is  seek¬ 
ing  volunteer  drivers  to  take  pa¬ 
tients  to  and  from  their  cancer  treat¬ 
ments.  Please  call  (800)  ACS-2345 
for  more  information. 

Volunteers  Needed  for  Hospice  - 

Pathways,  a  local  non-profit,  is 
looking  for  caring  individuals  to  visit 
patients  and  families  in  San 
Francisco.  Training  and  support 
provided!  Contact  Vivian  Wan  at 
(650)  808-4604. 


The  St.  Anthony  Foundation 

needs  volunteers  to  provide  for  the 
physical  and  emotional  needs  of 
homeless  people.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  assist  in  the  dining 
room  or  other  areas,  call  241  -2600. 

The  Retired  &  Senior  Volunteer 
Program  is  looking  for  people  to 
become  ambassadors  and  warn  se¬ 
niors  about  various  investment 
frauds.  For  more  information,  call 
RSVP  at  (415)  731-3335. 

The  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum  is  looking  for  volunteers 
to  be  trained  to  assist  at  the  muse¬ 
um.  For  more  information,  call 
Marilyn  at  750-3633. 

School  Volunteers  Needed:  San 

Francisco  School  Volunteers  assist 
students  with  a  variety  of  tutoring 
needs.  Free  training  and  place¬ 
ment.  For  more  information,  call 
SFSV  at  (415)  749-3700  or  visit  the 
website  at  www.sfsv.org. 

The  Seven  Tepees  Youth 
Program  is  looking  for  mentors  and 
tutors.  For  more  information,  call 
Tyren  at  (415)  522-1550. 

Experience  Corps  is  looking  for 
mentors  and  tutors  for  Richmond 
and  Sunset  district  children.  For 
more  information,  call  Janet  Oh  at 
759-3690  or  go  to  the  website  at 
www.experiencecorps.org. 

Little  Brothers:  Friends  of  the 
Elderly  is  looking  for  volunteers  to 
commit  to  visiting  a  senior  twice  a 
month  for  a  year.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  the  volunteer  coordinator 
at  771-7957. 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing . 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  Review 
office  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  ReView,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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San  Francisco  is  our  home 


Meet  Marietta,  Kevin,  Miki  and  Kobe  Bernstein, 
Founders  of  Vavadog,  hip  gear  for  the  urban  pet. 


From  Chihuahuas  to  Great  Danes,  Marietta  and  Kevin's  trend-setting  doggie  duds 
adorn  Hollywood  celebrities'  fur  kids  and  other  canines  around  the  country.  From 
catwalks  to  sidewalks,  their  sensible  fashions  are  all  the  rage.  When  it  comes  to  design, 
these  entrepreneurs  have  a  keen  eye.  So,  when  it  came  to  the  dog-eat-dog  world  of 
San  Francisco  real  estate,  they  chose  a  Zephyr  agent  who  fit  their  style  and  found  the 
perfect  condo  in  the  Haight  that  they  call  "Best  in  Show." 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 

www.zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Pacific  Heights  ■  415.674.6500 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Upper  Market/Castro  •  415.552.9500 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Noe  Valley  -  415.695.7707 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.315.0105 
South  Beach/SOM  A  •  415.905.0250 


Big  Views. 

Big  Lawns. 

Big  Apartments. 

Great  Community! 

(Big  and  Small  Pets  Welcome!) 

Parkmerced 

Renovated  High  Rise  Flats  and  Townhomes  for  Rent  in  San  Francisco 

parkmerced.com  877-281-7179  & 
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From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  In-House  Dental  Insurance. 


ceanview  Dental 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile  can 
be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarassment  to 
an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $699 


We  Now  Offer 
Snap  On  Smile 

No  shots,  no  drilling,  no  cement!  It’s 
removable  and  you  can  even  eat 
while  wearing  your  Snap  On  Smile. 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and 
professional  care  for  over  17  years 

In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of  periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

Now  Available: 

Botox  treatments  to  relieve  headaches,  jaw  pain 
(tmj)  and  clenching. 

New  Zirconium  metal-free  crowns  and  fillings 


Do  you  need  new  or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You  won’t  be¬ 
lieve  our  prices!  Quality 
workmanship  you  can  afford. 


Most  Crowns  and  Implants 
in  One  Day 
Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth  replacement 
without  caps 

One  day  denture  construction 
and  placement 
One  hour  denture  repair 
Inter-Oral  Camera  System 
Quality  Sterilization  Assured 
In-House  Lab 
Most  Insurance  Accepted 
Denti-Cal  Accepted 
0%  Financing  (on  approval) 
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Invisalign 

‘Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

San  Fra“iscoPlaCAa,4121  (415)  221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 
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New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  2/29/08 

nTvT’patIent  spscTaT 

$100  OFF  usual 

dental  fees  for  first  procedure 
(fillings  and  crowns  only) 

Offers  cannot  be  combined.  Valid  with 
coupon  only.  Expires  2/29/08 

FREE  Professional 
Take-home  Teeth 
Whitening 

with  paid-in-full  by  your  insurance  for 
exam,  x-rays  and  cleaning 

New  patients  only.  Offers  cannot  be  com¬ 
bined.  Valid  with  coupon  only.  Expires  2/29/08 


NEW!!!  -  Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 

ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 
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Balboa  St. 


Cabrillo  St. 


Fulton  St. 


GG  Park 


